
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

I cannot believe we have reached the end of another term and what an amazing term it has been! 

Firstly, last Friday we were privileged to welcome the Regional Director and Delivery Officer from the 
Department for Education (DfE) who specifically requested to see first-hand the transformation of  
Giles Academy. It was a fantastic opportunity to tour the visitors around the school on Friday afternoon, 
they visited classrooms to observe lessons, experienced our yard system during Friday lunchtime  and met 
with our students. Following the visit we received the following feedback: “It was an absolute pleasure to 
meet staff and students at Giles Academy and to see the significant progress the schools have made under 
SLAT’s leadership. The passion from Trust leaders and staff really shines through everything you do.” 

This week we received sporting success in Netball. On Tuesday, the Giles Netball teams played Thomas 
Middlecott Academy, Kirton. Both teams were victorious with Year 10 winning 12-7 and Year 8 winning 
6-3. A special mention to Year 10 Players’ Player Vimbai Shahwe and Coaches’ Player Luciella Crowfoot, 
along with Year 8 Players Player Darci Smith (playing a year above her age) and Coaches’ Player Amber 
Jagger. Netball club is on Tuesdays after school for Year 7 and Year 8 and Thursdays after school for  
Years 9, 10 and 11. Please inform your child to see Mrs Cooper if they would like to join.  
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On Thursday, we celebrated the end of the Year 11 Prefect role with a celebration Prefect Breakfast for 
all Prefects. They now hand over the baton to Year 10 who have been selected for temporary Prefect 
positions following application success. We have been able to award 32 students in Year 10 with 
temporary prefect status in this trial position prior to being awarded full prefect status. Congratulations 
to all Year 10 students who have been awarded this important role in the school, they start to shadow 
prefect roles next term whilst the transition takes place.  
 

 
 

We have also been able to award more Aspire badges to Key Stage 3 students who have completed Aspire 
Passports. This week we have received 12 x Bronze, 3 x Silver and 2 x Gold completed passports.  
Well done to all students who are a part of this huge success and a special mention to Abidat Isiak in  
Year 8 and Leona Borcoi in Year 9 who are Gold badge recipients. 

As we approach the half term break, I would like to remind parents and students of our school 
safeguarding support over the holiday period. If any student requires support for a concern whilst out of 
school hours we have a designated email address worried@gilesacademy.co.uk to respond with advice, 
guidance and support and signpost to further support if necessary. This email address is active during the 
holiday period, however, there may not be an immediate response due to it also being a staff holiday 
period and a designated staff member will reply as soon as possible.  

Attached to the end of this update, I have included a 
parent/carer helpsheet regarding Artificial Intelligence Robots 
(AI Robots). Lincolnshire Safeguarding Partnership have 
brought to our attention the popularity of this amongst our 
young people. In an ever-changing world of social media and 
apps I wanted to raise the awareness of this. Whilst AI can be 
a really creative tool and has many benefits that will change 
how we use the internet it is important parents are aware that 
safety features are not in line with most commonly used apps 
and they therefore need to be checked by an adult and 
monitored in order to avoid harmful content being seen by 
children and young people. 

We also have further support helplines and specialist external support listed on our school website via 
www.gilesacademy.co.uk/safeguarding. This can be found on the Pastoral tab, click on Safeguarding and 
scroll to ‘Who can offer additional support?’. We have been reminding all students on how to access 
support during the half term period in assemblies this week in the event that they should require 
safeguarding advice.  

Finally, on Tuesday evening we held our very first Trust Recruitment Roadshow at Giles Academy. Due to 
the popularity of the Trust schools our student numbers continue to rapidly increase and therefore we 
are looking to recruit more staff, both teaching and non-teaching, in the schools across the Trust.  
The evening was really successful and it was an absolute pleasure to meet so many members of the local 
community. If you are interested in a position at one of our four Trust schools please 'Register Your 
Interest' or apply for current vacancies at www.slat.org.uk/vacancies  
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We return to school on Monday 19th February 2024 following the one week half term break. 

I hope you all have a wonderful half term break and are able to spend quality time with your families and 
friends. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Miss Katie Belcher 
Head of School, Giles Academy 

 

 

You can follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT  

• www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy  

• www.twitter.com/GilesSLAT 
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