
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

Welcome to Term 5. This academic year has flown by with only two terms left before the summer holiday 
arrives. What great start to Term 5 we have had at Giles Academy!  

I would like to thank students and staff for our Easter revision sessions. Our Year 11 students’ attendance 
to these sessions was outstanding. The students have all spoken very highly of the sessions and how useful 
they were for their preparation for the upcoming examination season (10 days to go until their first 
written exam). We understand this time for our Year 11 students can be very worrying, we are always 
here to support our students, through this journey, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any 
concerns.  

Our Year 10 students have begun their PPE examinations this week. For one week, the students will sit 
the first of their three practice examination seasons. As you know, practice makes perfect and we hold 
this philosophy for our students when it comes to examinations. When entering an examination hall, we 
want our students to feel comfortable, relaxed and reassured so they can concentrate on giving their best 
answers. I would like to praise our Year 10 students on their fantastic start to their exams this week.  

Next week will also be very important for our Year 9 students. The Year 9 students embark upon their 
GCSE/BTEC option choices journey this term. We realise that this is one of the most important decisions 
of their educational career, this is why we have dedicated a whole section on our school website to help 
students through the decision-making process in order to get it right. Students must choose their subjects 
by Friday 3rd May 2024 and the Options Form will be sent via ParentMail w/c Monday 22nd April 2024.  
We will then confirm the subjects for each student during the month of June. In the week commencing 
Monday 22nd April 2024, students in Year 9 will not be set any subject homework. Instead, we are asking 
them to study the subject information that can be found via the links below and watching the subject 
videos. 

I would like to remind parent of Year 11 students we have a Prom Shop in school which is fully stocked 
with all items which may be required for a Prom outfit. To support families items are available to hire at 
no cost to families on the understanding that these are returned following the Prom. There are some 
fantastic items available therefore, please encourage your child to come and have a look what is available. 
In addition to this Prom tickets are still available – if you have not already purchased your ticket please do 
so this week.  
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I would also like to congratulate students in Year 10 and Year 11 who have been using GCSEPod as a 
revision tool over the Easter holiday period in preparation for their exams. It is amazing that over 3,600 
pods have been watched during the holiday break! This information determines that across the Trust 
schools Giles Academy has the highest number of pods watched overall and during the holiday period – 
this is fantastic! Please keep encouraging your child to use this tool to support their revision at home if in 
Year 10 and Year 11.  

Attendance this week has once again been fantastic, as always, thank you to everyone for supporting your 
child attending school – with some year groups over 93% this week it has been a brilliant start to Term 5.  

There are many, many lost property items in school that we are holding. If your child has lost any items 
during this year please can you contact your child’s Year Lead, email enquiries@gilesacademy.co.uk or 
call main reception on 01205 870693 with a description of the item so we can check to see if we can return 
it to the respective owner. 

Finally, at the end of this update, you will find details of the extra-curricular, enrichment and Year 11 
revision sessions that take place during lunchtimes and after-school. We encourage you to look at this as 
these provide fantastic opportunities for students and there is something for all year groups. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Miss Katie Belcher 
Head of School, Giles Academy 

 

 

You can follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT  

• www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy  

• www.twitter.com/GilesSLAT 
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