
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

We have now completed Term 3 – and what a busy term it has been! 

Our House Teams once again have inspired collaboration, competition and personal success as they bring 
together students from all year groups to raise their aspirations and challenge themselves to complete 
challenges and competitions as a collective. This term is not dissimilar to any other, as once again, we 
have had some fantastic House successes! A highlight has been the ‘Go the Distance’ challenge which saw 
the Orange House running team student members win, they ran the furthest combined house distance 
and were the only house to beat our staff Head of House staff team to victory! We have had many other 
House competitions this term which students have been able to get involved in, including Inter-House 
Futsal, Riddle challenges and a Plastic Bottle competition. Congratulations to all of the winners of this 
term’s House competitions and well done to Red House who are not only this term’s House point 
champions but also the year to date current champions (as seen below)! 
 

 
   

Last Friday, our Year 10 and 11 History students 
saw history brought to life even though it 
happened over 100 years ago! Thanks to Virtual 
Reality our History students were able to go back 
in time and experience life in a World War One 
trench. Using VR headsets and footage created by 
Time Travel Education, students were able to be 
fully immersed on the battlefield and see for 
themselves what it would have been like for an 
injured soldier. The immersive experience will be 
invaluable to students understanding of the 
‘Medicine on the British Sector of the Western 
Front’ unit of their History GCSE. 
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On Thursday, we celebrated the end of the Year 
11 Prefect duties with a celebration Prefect 
Breakfast. They now hand over the baton to 
Year 10 students who have been selected for 
Temporary Prefect positions following 
successful applications. We have been able to 
award 32 students in Year 10 with temporary 
prefect status in this trial position prior to being 
awarded full prefect status. Congratulations to 
all Year 10 students who have been awarded 
this important role in the school. 

It was an absolute delight this week to experience the hard work, creativity and commitment of our  
Year 11 food students who are currently completing their trial practical examination. All students have 
excelled themselves as chef connoisseurs in the Giles Academy kitchen! I have equally enjoyed visiting the 
students to see and taste the finished products! The selection of foods, the difficulty levels and 
presentation of meals continues to rise year on year, with all students showcasing their talents – 
masterchef style! 
 

 
 

As we approach the half term break, I would like to remind parents and students about our school active 
safeguarding support over the holiday period. If any student requires support for an ‘out of school hours’ 
concern, we have a designated email address (worried@gilesacademy.co.uk). This email address is active 
during the holiday period with designated staff available to respond. There may not be an immediate 
response due to it being a staff holiday period however, please be reassured that there will be support 
and advice signposted as soon as possible.  

Attached to the end of this update, I have included a 
parent/carer helpsheet regarding Artificial Intelligence 
Robots (AI Robots). There has been a rise in the popularity of 
this amongst our young people and in an ever-changing 
world of social media and apps I wanted to raise the 
awareness of this. Whilst AI can be a really creative tool and 
has many benefits that will change how we use the internet, 
it is important parents are aware that safety features are not 
in line with most commonly used apps, and they therefore 
need to be checked by an adult and monitored in order to 
avoid harmful content being seen or created by children and 
young people.  

If you or your child require further safeguarding support, specialist external support and helplines are 
listed on our school website (www.gilesacademy.co.uk/safeguarding). This can be found on the Pastoral 
tab / Safeguarding and scroll to ‘Who can offer additional support?’ 
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In celebration of ‘World Book Day’ on Thursday 6th March 2025, we are inviting our Year 7 students only 
to dress up as a character from their favourite book. They may arrive to school in their costume and 
remain in their costume throughout the day. They are welcome to bring with them a copy of the book 
that they are dressing as a character from but they do not need to do this. On this day, we are also having 
a ‘Best Costume’ competition in our Library. Students wishing to enter the competition should attend the 
Library at 1.20pm on the day. There will be prizes available for winning entries. We do ask please that 
parents/carers ensure costumes are appropriate for school and clearly relate to a character from a book. 
This is not an additional opportunity for a non-uniform day. 

Finally, in sporting news, congratulations to our Year 8 
Netball team who beat Boston High School 22-1 on 
Wednesday night. It was an excellent team performance 
with a really positive competitive team spirit. The Players 
Player was Darci Smith due to her incredible shooting 
success, and Coaches Player was Florence Mackay because 
of the way she completely dominated the court. A special 
mention also goes to Ema Doksvele for making her team 
match debut and playing so well in defence. What an 
amazing result and well done to all of the players! 

Term 3 has been an amazing term and we look forward to 
welcoming all students back to school on Monday 24th 
February 2025. 

I hope you and your families all have a fantastic half term 
break. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Miss Katie Belcher 
Head of School, Giles Academy 

 

 

You can follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT  

• www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy  

• www.twitter.com/GilesSLAT 
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