
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

On Tuesday, we had SALAD Day, which stands for ‘Speaking and Listening Activity Day’. This day promotes 
speaking and listening activities within lessons to encourage students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 to gain 
confidence in these areas . Departments planned for a range of activities from debating, presenting, group 
discussion, teamwork activities and much more. It was fantastic to be able to walk Mrs Curson, Head of 
Bourne Academy around all classrooms in the school whilst these activities were taking place. She was 
very impressed with the students involvement and confidence to debate topics particularly in Science 
where some strong and informative opinions were communicated on the topic of ‘Should we cull sharks?’ 

On Thursday this week, we celebrated World Book Day, where our Year 7 students were able to attend 
school dressed as their favourite character from a book. This included characters from many classics, 
young adults fiction, graphic novels and biographies. We were impressed there were so many amazing 
costumes with lots of thought, effort and imagination gone into them for this optional activity. We held a 
‘Best Costume’ competition in the Library at lunchtime where there were gift voucher prizes and 
certificates for the winners. Congratulations to all of the students who took part – they were some many 
amazing entries to choose from. 

Details of the winners and lots of photos will be on our website and social media next week. Here is a 
teaser of just some of the students who took part. 
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This week, we have seen our Year 11 Food students complete their final practical GCSE examination. I 
have been so proud of every one of them and the skills they have developed since embarking on the 
course in Year 10. There have been some amazing dishes served in the Giles MasterChef kitchen where 
there had been an outstanding menu of this year’s theme ‘Healthy Takeaways’. Well done to all students 
involved! 

We have been celebrating International Women’s Day, which will be celebrated across the world on 
Saturday 8th March 2025. In school we have focused on this topic during assemblies this week and will be 
part of our SMSC sessions (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural education) next week. By educating our 
students on the history and global issues around women’s rights, we can help empower the next 
generation and also change attitudes around misogyny as we work towards a world with gender equality. 

There have been some outstanding sporting successes this week! Our Year 7 netball team winning 
consecutive matches with Monday night securing a win against Thomas Middlecott Academy 19-1 and a 
victory against Haven High Academy on Tuesday with another impressive score 19-2! I was fortunate 
enough to see this team play on Monday evening and what superb sportsmanship was demonstrated 
throughout the match – well done to all involved! On Tuesday we saw our Year 8 netballers securing a 
convincing win after a dominant display with the final scoreline being 38-9!  
 

 
 

All students are working towards completing their Aspire Passports and this week Year 11 students have 
received their Year 11 Aspire Passport – Steps to Success! During this important time for Year 11 they 
have set tasks to complete to maximise their learning including attending interventions and the upcoming 
GCSE Revision evening. The slogan to the Year 11 passport is ‘The more you learn, the more you earn’ as 
students are assigned an incentivised scheme to support their learning with the reward of money 
vouchers attached! We are also seeing more students move on to achieving their Silver award and it has 
been my pleasure to reward not only Silver award, even one or two Gold Awards which is an outstanding 
achievement! 

At the end of this update are details of our extra-curricular and enrichment activities for Term 4. There 
are activities and sessions that take place during lunchtime and after-school that include subject 
interventions, revision and homework sessions plus clubs and performances for art, drama, music and 
much more. The aim of this programme is not only to develop academic skills, but improve self-
confidence, life-skills and leadership experiences as well as being enjoyable. For Year 11, there are 
additional intervention sessions that are designed to help students achieve the best GCSE grades possible 
in the lead up to their summer exams. 



It is always important to continually remind our students and parents of the wide platform of safeguarding 
support offered at all of our Trust schools. We widely highlight and signpost supportive strategies to 
enable students know where to access support and contacts for safeguarding and mental health concerns. 
Our school based email worried@gilesacademy.co.uk is accessible at all times for students and I would 
also like to remind parents that all schools have a support room SS2. SS2 is offered to students that may 
need additional space and time out of lessons, this is considered on a case by case arrangement. There is 
also a comprehensive list of support services to be signposted to in order to access external specialist 
services, these can all be found on the school website - www.gilesacademy.co.uk/safeguarding. One 
important service to highlight is Kooth www.kooth.com, which is a service we often promote to our young 
people. It is an online support and counselling service which is available  
24 hours 7 days a week. It is a platform which is easily accessible to students 
and run by professionals to provide a free and safe space to communicate 
concerns and worries by name or anonymously. 

I would like to inform parents/carers that on Friday 21st March 2025, it is Comic Relief / Red Nose Day and 
we will traditionally hold a non-uniform day at the school. A letter will be sent out next week to remind 
parents/carers about the non-uniform clothing that can be worn on this day. This year we would like 
students and staff to wear something red to support the event. 

Finally, this week it has been Year 6 Offer Day and I am extremely proud to communicate that once again, 
Giles Academy will be oversubscribed in Year 7 with a rapidly increasing waiting list. The rapid growth of 
the popularity in the local community is testament to the school’s sustained success since joining South 
Lincolnshire Academies Trust. We have already been making plans to welcome these new students to the 
school and this week they will all be receiving their New Student Welcome Pack.  

I hope you all have a fantastic weekend. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Miss Katie Belcher 
Head of School, Giles Academy 

 

 

You can follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT  

• www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy  

• www.x.com/GilesSLAT  
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