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Dear parents/carers and students,

Despite the very wet weather this week, we have still managed to enjoy a busy and productive time in
school, with a successful year group transition for students to their new Year Lead. Students have shown
great resilience and enthusiasm, making the most of all the extra-curricular activities on offer, despite
some sports cancellations due to the weather. Hopefully we will see better weather next week but if it
looks set to continue, we kindly remind parents that students should bring a waterproof coat each day,
particularly those who walk to and from school.

It has been fantastic to see such a positive uptake in our extra-curricular provision this week, with a wide
range of clubs engaging so many of our students.

Our wellbeing clubs have been particularly popular, offering students valuable opportunities to take part
in cooking chocolate cake in a mug (which | even tried myself at home!), painting positive messages on
rocks to spread kindness and crochet. These sessions have created a calm and supportive space for
students to unwind and build friendships.

We have also been delighted that our Agricultural Club have started planting in our new garden area.
Students have been busy planting vegetables and flowers, taking pride in developing this space while
learning new practical skills and an appreciation for the environment.

Our Year 10 intervention sessions and art clubs have been extremely well attended. It is encouraging to
see students showing such commitment to both their academic progress and creative development.
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Term 6 has seen a fantastic range of House
competitions taking place across the school,
providing our students with excellent
opportunities to get involved and showcase
their talents. This week, the Art Competition
winners were announced, with judging proving
especially challenging due to the exceptionally
high standard of creativity and effort on
display. Congratulations to our winners!

e Istplace Amanda Zeleznaka
e 2nd place Lena Kolad
e 3rd place Freya Dobson

On Wednesday, a group of students also attended the Big Bang Fair in Birmingham, where they explored
a wide range of STEM careers and engaged in hands-on scientific experiences, helping to inspire future
aspirations. The exhibition brought together hundreds of organisations from the worlds of science,
engineering, technology and manufacturing, giving students the opportunity to get hands-on with
activities, explore career pathways and meet people working in a huge range of industries.

Throughout the day, students had the chance to try everything from engineering challenges and robotics
demonstrations to sustainability projects and cutting-edge technology. The event provided a fantastic
opportunity to see how the science and maths studied in school can be applied to solve real-world
problems. As always, our students represented the school exceptionally well and hopefully the experience
has inspired them to continue exploring STEM subjects and perhaps even consider a future career in one
of these exciting fields.



On Thursday, we held our SALAD Day (Speaking and Listening Activity Day). Lessons for Years 7 to 10
focused on developing communication skills, with little to no writing involved. While classrooms are often
calm and quiet, it was wonderful to hear a real buzz around the school as students engaged in debates,
presentations, group discussions, and team-based activities. Staff across all subjects worked hard to plan
engaging lessons that placed speaking and listening at the heart of learning.

On Friday, our sports leaders went to Boston Cricket Club to run a primary school cricket tournament.
This involved our sports leaders umpiring the matches, scoring and organising the primary school
students. All our leaders were a credit to the school and enjoyed every minute of this event.

Finally, thank you to all Year 7 parents and carers who attended the recent Parents’ Evening. It was a
valuable opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and support their continued success in their first year
with us.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kindest regards,

-

Mr Chris Wright
Head of School, Giles Academy

For the latest news

You can visit our website or follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.gilesacademy.co.uk

e www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT
e www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy

e www.x.com/GilesSLAT
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