
 
 

Dear parents/carers and students, 

Despite the changing and unreliable weather, we have continued to enjoy a very busy and productive 
time in school. It has also been a successful period of transition, with year groups moving smoothly to 
their new Year Leads. 

Recently, we shared a letter outlining our new mobile phone procedures, which will be introduced from 
September. This approach aligns with Department for Education guidance that schools should be mobile 
phone-free environments. The introduction of our phone storage system will help us maintain a calm, 
safe and orderly school, while also reducing safeguarding risks linked to filming, messaging, social media 
and online bullying. Thank you, as always, for your continued support in this important area. 

We have been rewarding students who achieved 100% attendance last term. We are delighted to have 
been able to reward in excess of 260 students. As it is the summer term, rather than a free breakfast, 
students have received an ice-lolly on the field during PM registration, which went down extremely well! 

This week has been extremely busy at Giles Academy, with several sports events, school trips and 
enrichment activities.  

On Tuesday and Friday, Year 10 Geography students went on a field trip to Maplethorpe, as part of the 
GCSE Geography course which focuses on Physical Geography. The aim of the trip is to provide students 
with the opportunity to apply fieldwork skills and to collect data, as well as supporting and developing 
concepts covered in lessons. The work conducted on these fieldtrips is worth 30% of their final GCSE grade 
and will be assessed by examination at the end of Year 11. The students had a great time putting their 
skills in action with positive comments from locals about how well they conducted themselves. 
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Further trips this week included an art visit to Norwich on Wednesday for ‘Grad Fest’, where the university 
showcased student work across a range of disciplines, including textiles, computer games, and various  
art styles. This was followed by a careers talk exploring opportunities within the creative industries.  
The day concluded with a visit to the Sainsbury Centre, where students viewed works by renowned artists 
to gain inspiration. 
 

 
 

On Friday, a group of students travelled to the NEC in Birmingham for the ‘Summer Good Food Show’. 
They had the opportunity to see renowned chefs such as John Torode, Joanna Page and James Martin  
(to name just a few), watch live cooking demonstrations, take part in tastings, and enjoy BBC Gardeners’ 
World Live. This was an incredible experience for our budding chefs, inspiring them in their upcoming 
GCSE course and potentially shaping their future careers in the culinary industry. 

Last weekend some of our Year 10 students took part in their qualifying expedition for The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award. All students showed resilience in tackling the two day expedition which saw 
them walk 35km over the two days whilst carrying all of their camping equipment and provisions for the 
weekend. Every student successfully completed the challenge and passed this section of their award. 
Thanks go to Mrs Cocks and Miss Harris who gave up their weekend to give our students this opportunity. 

On Tuesday, our Year 9 and Year 10 historians took part in 
a virtual reality experience, bringing the Battlefields of the 
First World War to life through immersive 360-degree 
technology. Using virtual reality our History students were 
able to go back in time and experience life in a World War 
One trench. They were able to be fully immersed on the 
battlefield and see for themselves what it would have 
been like for an injured soldier. The students were  
guided by a WW1 medic and historical interpreter who 
demonstrated the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC) 
chain of evacuation and the key surgical techniques of the time. The immersive experience will be 
invaluable to students understanding of the ‘Medicine on the British Sector of the Western Front’ unit of 
their History GCSE. 

It has been a fantastic week of sporting success for our students! Our Year 7 teams performed brilliantly 
in the SLAT rounders and cricket competitions, proudly finishing in second place in both. Meanwhile, our 
Year 8 girls also showed great determination and teamwork, securing an impressive second place in the 
district rounders competition. We are incredibly proud of their achievements and the enthusiasm they 
have shown throughout. 

 



One of the fantastic literacy initiatives we have to encourage students to engage with reading is our 
Accelerated Reader programme. This is where our Year 7 and 8 students have time during their afternoon 
registration to read their chosen books, which can then be carried on as home learning. They can then 
use the Accelerated Reader portal to check their targets, progress towards their targets and take quizzes. 
Congratulations to the following students who are top achievers in their House for Term 5. 
 

Blue House - Meeting Points Target:  Harriet Cook 
 - Year 8 100% on a Reading Quiz:  Paula Ejah 
 

Green House - Meeting Points Target:  Sophia Burt 
 - Year 8 Completed Reading Bookmark:  Tyler Congreve 

 

Orange House - Meeting Points Target:  Alex White 
 - Year 7 100% on a Reading Quiz:  Thomas Hampstead-Taylor 

 

Purple House - Meeting Points Target:  Shiloh Amos 
 

Red House - Meeting Points Target:  Hanna Bartczak 
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Yellow House - Meeting Points Target:  Isabella Bloy 
 - Year 7 Completed Reading Bookmark:  Freddie Mustill 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mr Chris Wright 
Head of School, Giles Academy 

 

For the latest news 
 

You can visit our website or follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows: 

• www.gilesacademy.co.uk  

• www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT  

• www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy  

• www.x.com/GilesSLAT 

http://www.gilesacademy.co.uk/
http://www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT
http://www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy
http://www.x.com/GilesSLAT

