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Dear parents/carers and students,

It has been another fantastic and busy week at Giles Academy, full of enrichment opportunities and
experiences for the students.

On Tuesday, the other half of our Year 7 cohort enjoyed a trip to visit Peterborough Cathedral and
Mosque, providing a valuable opportunity to explore different places of worship and deepen their
understanding of world religions. Throughout the day, students demonstrated excellent behaviour and
curiosity, engaging thoughtfully with the experiences and asking insightful questions.

Students from within Year 7 took part in our first ever ‘Most Able Challenge Day’ on Wednesday, where
they were tasked with designing and marketing a healthy snack product suitable for sale in the school
canteen. Working in teams, students conducted market research by surveying their peers and sought
investment from staff using ‘SLAT pounds’ to develop their business ideas. They then created eye-catching
advertisements and carefully planned their products before presenting their final pitches to a panel
consisting of myself and Mr Hind, Deputy CEO. The day provided a fantastic opportunity for students to
develop their creativity, teamwork, financial awareness and presentation skills, while demonstrating
impressive entrepreneurial thinking throughout the challenge.

On Thursday, a small group of students visited Old Leake Primary School to share and read their poetry
and short stories with younger pupils. The visit organised by the English department was warmly received,
with the primary students thoroughly enjoying the opportunity to hear the poems. It was also a valuable
and rewarding experience for our students, who demonstrated confidence, creativity, and excellent
role-modelling throughout the visit.
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Also on Thursday, we held a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths) Day for our Year 8
students. This involved our own Science Department delivering a series of engaging sessions throughout
the morning, encouraging students to collaborate, develop their knowledge, and apply their problem-
solving skills. The event provided a fantastic opportunity for students to gain insight into STEM careers
they may not previously have considered and to explore the many pathways available within these fields.
Our students were outstanding throughout the sessions, demonstrating enthusiasm, curiosity and
teamwork. The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the ZoolLab Biomimicry workshop, where students
had the chance to see (and even handle) a python, a gecko and a tarantula. Mrs Curson bravely held the
snake, and | even managed to touch the tarantula myself! It was a memorable experience that brought
STEM learning to life and inspired our students to think differently about the natural world and future
career possibilities.

In Sport, there was further success for our teams, with the Year 9 girls rounders team (below left) crowned
district Rounders champions at the tournament held at Boston High School. The girls were outstanding
throughout the competition, winning all of their matches convincingly and demonstrating excellent
teamwork, determination and skill. A huge congratulations to the entire team on a fantastic achievement.

Continuing the Rounders theme, this week saw our interhouse rounders competition take place during
lunchtimes, bringing fantastic energy and plenty of fun for everyone involved. Pupils showed great
teamwork, sportsmanship and enthusiasm throughout the event. A special thank you goes to our Year 10
Competition Ambassadors, who supported the smooth running of the afternoon with maturity and
confidence. Their leadership helped make the competition a real highlight of the week.

We also took around 40 students to the District Athletics Championships on Thursday, where they
competed in a wide range of track and field events. Our students represented Giles Academy superbly,
showing great effort, resilience and sportsmanship throughout the day. Every participant was a credit to
the school, and we are incredibly proud of their performances.



Congratulations to all of the students who have earned their Bronze, Silver and Gold Aspire Awards. Your
hard work, ambition and dedication continue to inspire us all. Over the next two weeks will be the
opportunity for the students who have achieved at least their bronze to be rewarded with watching a
film, popcorn, drink and an ice cream. Well done to all of the student who have achieved their Aspire
awards.

Making Maths Manageable is a regular newsletter feature designed to help families bring maths into
everyday life in simple, practical ways. The aim is not to ‘teach’ maths at home, but to encourage positive
conversations, build confidence, and show how maths is used beyond the classroom. Each term includes
a short activity, a real-life connection, and discussion prompts that can be completed in just a few minutes.

Planning a trip is a great way to use maths without even realising it. When you look at a map, the distances
aren’t shown at full size, so people in many everyday jobs rely on scale to work things out. Travel planners
use it to calculate journey distances; delivery drivers use it to plan efficient routes, and builders and
architects use scaled drawings to design spaces accurately. Emergency services and park rangers also use
map scales to understand distances quickly when responding to situations. You can try this at home by
looking at a simple map and using the scale to calculate real distances. For example, ask your child: “If
1cm on the map represents 1km in real life, how far is it to the playground?” You could also challenge
them with: “If the map shows your journey to a football stadium is 6cm long, and the scale is 1cm = 2km,
how far will you actually travel - and how long might that take by car or bus?”

And to finish off our busy week, we had the pleasure of having 180 excited Year 6 students on our school
site. Year 6 transition day to secondary school was an informative and exciting experience for the
students. The day began with a welcome from myself and the Year 7 team. Students participated in a
variety of activities, including team-building exercises, taster lessons and a tour of the school. They had
the opportunity to meet their future classes and teachers, easing any anxieties about the transition. We
all had a successful day and the students left the school site very positive and looking forward to joining
our school community in September. For parents and carers who have questions about the transition
process, please visit our dedicated webpage: www.gilesacademy.co.uk/transition-2026

With the warmer weather we shall continue to monitor and adapt our uniform where necessary, thank
you for your support. Please ensure your child continues to come to school prepared with a water bottle.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kindest regards,

-

Mr Chris Wright
Head of School, Giles Academy

For the latest news

You can visit our website or follow Giles Academy on our official social media platforms as follows:

e www.gilesacademy.co.uk

e www.instagram.com/GilesAcademySLAT
e www.facebook.com/GilesAcademy

e www.x.com/GilesSLAT
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