
Job of The Week Bodyguard 

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of public safety and 
security

➢ to be able to carry out basic tasks on 
a computer or hand-held device

➢ patience and the ability to remain 
calm in stressful situations

➢ concentration skills
➢ physical fitness and endurance
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ the ability to think clearly using logic 

and reasoning
➢ the ability to accept criticism and 

work well under pressure
➢ leadership skills

Salary
£17,000 - £50,000

Working hours
37 – 51

Evenings/weekends/
bank holidays/ away from 

home



Working conditions

You could work at a client's business or 
at a client's home.

Your working environment may be 
outdoors some of the time and you may 

spend nights away from home.
You may need to wear a uniform.

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar opportunities.
With experience, you could specialise in surveillance, driving or 
residential security, or move into risk assessment consultancy work.

Day to Day tasks:

Your duties could include:

➢ prevent potential threats or
disruption

➢ drive clients to and from venues
➢ accompany clients on business

and social visits
➢ check out and secure premises before

clients arrive
➢ stay constantly alert to react to threatening 

situations
➢ identify suspicious behaviour or unauthorised

people
➢ protect clients from threats like terrorism, 

political opponents, stalkers or over-
enthusiastic fans

Bodyguard 



Bodyguard 

College

You could do a Level 3 
Certificate for Working as a 
Close Protection Operative.
You can search for 
approved training providers 
who offer this course 
through the Security 
Industry Authority.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 
GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, or 
equivalent, for a level 3.

Career tips
Many people enter this career after working in the police or 
the armed forces.
It may be useful if you can speak more than one language 
for certain jobs, for example diplomatic work.

Restrictions and Requirements

You'll need to:
• have a good level of fitness
• have a first aid certificate
• pass enhanced background checks
• be over 18 years of age
• have a Security Industry Authority licence
• have a full driving licence

Direct Application

You can apply to an organisation directly to 
work as a bodyguard or go through a 
recruitment agency specialising in security 
work. You'll need a Close Protection licence
issued by the Security Industry Authority.

To get a licence, you'll usually need to have 
completed the Level 3 Certificate for Working 
as a Close Protection Operative. If you've 
previously done older security qualifications, 
check whether they are still acceptable. If you 
need additional training you can find an 
approved training provider.



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 
can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Bodyguard | Explore careers |
National Careers Service

What does a bodyguard do? –
CareerExplorer

Find out if you need an SIA licence -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Guards (mod.uk)

Level 3 Certificate in Close Protection 
(cwc.ac.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tr0yM05qy8&pp=yg
UZY2xvc2UgcHJvdGVjdGlvbiB0cmFpbmluZw%3D%3D

SIA Close Protection 
Licence Course

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag7B872Y8fU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEhur1-

PXvo&pp=ygUQcm95YWwgYm9keWd1YXJkcw%3D%3D

One of the world’s top 
female Bodyguards

How To Become A Close 
Protection Officer?

The Princess of Wales' loyal 
Bodyguard was awarded

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQjybZPljZ0&p
p=ygUQYm9keWd1YXJkIGNhcmVlcg%3D%3D

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/bodyguard
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/bodyguard
https://www.careerexplorer.com/careers/bodyguard/#:~:text=The%20work%20of%20a%20bodyguard,someone%27s%20life%2C%20not%20having%20fun.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-out-if-you-need-an-sia-licence
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/infantry/guardsman/?cid=jobb6923499367&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI4t75zLTW_gIVy9LtCh1bYQGHEAMYAiAAEgIZV_D_BwE
https://www.cwc.ac.uk/courses/section/course/level-3-certificate-in-close-protection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tr0yM05qy8&pp=ygUZY2xvc2UgcHJvdGVjdGlvbiB0cmFpbmluZw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag7B872Y8fU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEhur1-PXvo&pp=ygUQcm95YWwgYm9keWd1YXJkcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQjybZPljZ0&pp=ygUQYm9keWd1YXJkIGNhcmVlcg%3D%3D

