
Job of The Week Coastguard

Key Skills

➢ customer service skills
➢ knowledge of public safety and security
➢ the ability to accept criticism and work 

well under pressure
➢ patience and the ability to remain calm in 

stressful situations
➢ to be able to use a computer and 

the main software packages competently
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ sensitivity and understanding
➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ physical fitness and endurance

Salary
£20,000 - £30,000

Working hours
41 – 43 

per week
Evenings / weekends / 

bank holidays 
on shifts 



Coastguard

Direct Application

You can apply directly for jobs if you 
have some of the relevant skills and 
knowledge needed for this role.

You'll need a good standard of literacy 
and numeracy, good hearing and 
eyesight to become a watch officer.

Employers will often ask for seagoing 
experience, for example from:
• the Royal Navy, the Royal Air Force or 

the Merchant Navy
• activities involving boat work and 

navigation
• experience as a coastguard rescue 

officer volunteer.

Work

You may be able to work your way into this 
role by starting as a watch assistant and 
applying for promotion when you've got 
more experience.

You'll need literacy, numeracy and IT skills, 
as well as seagoing experience

Restrictions and Requirements

You'll need to:
• meet the Civil Service nationality 

requirements
• be over 18 years of age
• pass a medical check
• pass a fitness test
• have a full driving licence
• pass background checks
• pass security checks
You'll need to live within 30 minutes of 
the coastguard rescue location you wish 
to work for.
You must be prepared to work anywhere 
in the UK.

Volunteering

You could start by becoming a coastguard rescue officer volunteer, 
then apply for a paid position when vacancies are advertised.



Working conditions

You could work in an office or at 
sea.

Your working environment may 
be outdoors in all weathers.

You may need to wear a uniform.

Career path and progression

With experience, you could be promoted from coastguard 
watch assistant to watch officer, then to watch manager 
or section manager. You could also work in other parts of 
the Maritime and Coastguard Agency.

Day to Day tasks:

➢ co-ordinate training
➢monitor vessels' radio 

and satellite communications
➢ give information and advice 

about coastal and sea safety
➢ offer navigational advice along 

particular stretches of water
➢ send out weather and tidal reports
➢ respond to emergency distress calls
➢ supervise and assist search and rescue 

operations
➢ handle reports of wreckage, pollution or debris 

along the coast or at sea



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what 
you can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Careers with HM Coastguard | HM 
Coastguard UK

RNLI - Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
- Saving Lives at Sea

What does a coastguard do? | First 
Careers

Home | HM Coastguard UK

Working for the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency | Civil Service 
Careers (civil-service-careers.gov.uk)

Made in the Royal Navy | 
Royal Navy (mod.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GR2yfKWGF60

A Day in the Life of 
Aeronautical Team Leader

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LkpG11DIPg&pp=ygU
cd2F0ZXIgc2FmZXR5IGZvciB0ZWVuYWdlcyB1aw%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNV40fDOYD
Y&pp=ygUaY29hc3RndWFyZCB3YXRlciBzYWZ0ZXkg
dWs%3D

Behind the scenes 

Water safety 
A look inside Dublin's 
Rescue 116 helicopter

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJXxJ2w1wMc&p
p=ygUgYmVoaW5kIHRoZSBzY2VuZXMgY29hc3QgZ3Vhc

mQgVUs%3D

https://hmcoastguard.uk/careers
https://rnli.org/
https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/careers/what-does-a-coastguard-do/
https://hmcoastguard.uk/
https://www.civil-service-careers.gov.uk/departments/working-for-the-maritime-and-coastguard-agency/
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/madeintheroyalnavy?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyYD3oI_o_wIVlu93Ch1dDg7tEAAYASAAEgID1vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/madeintheroyalnavy?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyYD3oI_o_wIVlu93Ch1dDg7tEAAYASAAEgID1vD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GR2yfKWGF60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LkpG11DIPg&pp=ygUcd2F0ZXIgc2FmZXR5IGZvciB0ZWVuYWdlcyB1aw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNV40fDOYDY&pp=ygUaY29hc3RndWFyZCB3YXRlciBzYWZ0ZXkgdWs%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJXxJ2w1wMc&pp=ygUgYmVoaW5kIHRoZSBzY2VuZXMgY29hc3QgZ3VhcmQgVUs%3D

