
Job of The Week Dog Handler 

Key Skills

➢ physical skills like movement, 
coordination and dexterity

➢ the ability to teach people and animals 
how to do something

➢ the ability to accept criticism and work 
well under pressure

➢ patience and the ability to remain calm 
in stressful situations

➢ the ability to work on your own
➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ to be able to carry out basic tasks on a 

computer or hand-held device
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail

Salary
£16,000 - £30,000

Working hours
38-40 per week

Evenings/ weekends/ bank 
holidays/ shifts 



Police Officer 

College

You could take a course that will increase 
your knowledge and skills to handle and 
work with animals like a Level 2 or 3 
Diploma in Animal Care or Animal 
Management or a T Level in Animal Care 
and Management

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at 
grades 9 to 4, for a level 3 course or 4 or 
5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, or 5, including 
English and Maths for a T Level

Direct Application

You can apply to work with a private 
security firm as a dog handler. You'll 
need a Security Industry Authority 
licence to do this.
You'll have an advantage when you apply 
for jobs if you've got experience of 
working with dogs.

Work

You can train to be a dog handler if 
you work or have worked in the 
uniformed services.
Check the entry requirements for 
applying to be a dog handler in the:
• Police
• British Army
• Royal Air Force
• Ministry of Defence Guard Service

Volunteering

You can gain confidence with dogs and 
develop your training skills through 
volunteering.
Organisations like the National Search and 
Rescue Dog Association and dog rescue 
charities may be useful places to search for 
opportunities.

Apprenticeship

You could do an animal trainer higher 
apprenticeship.
Some employers may expect you to 
have previous experience of working 
with animals.

Entry requirements
Employers will set their own entry 
requirements. 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 
9 to 4 and A levels, or equivalent, for 
a higher or degree apprenticeship



Working conditions

You could work in kennels.

Your working environment may be 
outdoors in all weathers and 
physically demanding.

You may need to wear a uniform.

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar 
opportunities.
Promotion opportunities will depend on the 
service or organisation that you work for. In the 
police and armed forces, you may have to move 
out of dog handling to get promoted to the 
higher ranks.
In security, you could go on to be head of canine 
services, where you lead teams of dog handlers.
You might also become a trainer, working with 
organisations like search and rescue, to help train 
dogs and their handlers.

Day to Day tasks:

Depending on the service 
you work for, you could:

➢ control crowds
➢ search for lost or missing people
➢ detect drugs, firearms or explosives
➢ patrol premises and protect property
➢ look after your dog in your own home
➢ attend training courses with your dog



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Dog Handler | CAW Careers Advice

Dog handler | Join The Police 
(joiningthepolice.co.uk)

Dog Handler (mod.uk)

Military Working Dogs | Royal Air Force 
(mod.uk)

MOD Guard Service - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)

Animal Management Extended Diploma 
Level 3 - Boston College

Dog handler | Explore careers | National 
Careers Service

A day in the life 

The Dog Handler  
Highland Cops Military dogs in the Arctic

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUE6kGiqGM8&pp=y
gUZRE9HIEhBTkRMRVIgSU4gVEhFIFBPTElDRQ%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoYwQXm633U&pp=
ygUeZGF5IGluIHRoZSBsaWZlIGRvZyBoYW5kbGVyIHVr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofQ8wyOTSDc&pp
=ygUfRE9HIEhBTkRMRVIgSU4gVEhFIEJSSVRJU0ggQVJN
WQ%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keLmMHJCvf8&pp=yg
UeYm9hcmRlciBjb250cm9sIGRvZyBoYW5kbGVyIHVr

Hero sniffer 
at Heathrow airport

https://www.caw.ac.uk/careers/dog-handler/
https://www.joiningthepolice.co.uk/training-progression/career-progression/role-spotlights/dog-handler
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/army-medical-service/dog-handler/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-coningsby/news/police-and-security-flight-military-working-dogs/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mod-guard-service
https://www.boston.ac.uk/courses/find-a-course/area/animal-care/animal-management-extended-diploma-level-3/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/dog-handler
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUE6kGiqGM8&pp=ygUZRE9HIEhBTkRMRVIgSU4gVEhFIFBPTElDRQ%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoYwQXm633U&pp=ygUeZGF5IGluIHRoZSBsaWZlIGRvZyBoYW5kbGVyIHVr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofQ8wyOTSDc&pp=ygUfRE9HIEhBTkRMRVIgSU4gVEhFIEJSSVRJU0ggQVJNWQ%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=keLmMHJCvf8&pp=ygUeYm9hcmRlciBjb250cm9sIGRvZyBoYW5kbGVyIHVr

