
 

                                                 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in either English Language or Literature 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course aims to encourage students to develop their interest in and appreciation of the English language that they speak every day, 
as they learn about its structures and its functions along with language developments over time. Variations in the language used 
throughout history, regions, countries and social groups will also be analysed. Students will develop their ability to express their ideas 
and analyse the ideas of others in both spoken and written formats, developing the ability to learn how to analyse the links between 
purpose, audience and context.  
 
The course focuses on language change and language variation: child language acquisition, gender, power and technology. 
Students may be expected to buy course textbooks costing up to £25. 
 
COURSE CONTENT -  AS Level 
 
This is a stand-alone qualification. 
 

 Paper 1: Language and the Individual  - studying a range of written and spoken texts by a range of different writers and      
speakers, analysing contexts and integrating linguistics.  

 Paper 2: Language Varieties - language diversity: gender, power, technology. They will also explore audience, purpose, genre 
and mode. 

 
COURSE CONTENT - A Level 
 

 Paper 1: Language, the individual and society - looking at how children acquire and develop language up to 11 years of age. 

 Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change - exploring the history of the English language and its importance in language             
development. 

 Non-exam assessment: This coursework task requires students to produce a language investigation and a creative piece of 
writing with a commentary. 

 
TRIPS & VISITS 
 
Trips include a visit to the English Language Student Conference and to the British Library in London. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 1 
 

 Paper 1: A 1 hour 30 minutes examination worth 50% of AS grade. 

 Paper 2:  A 1 hour 30 minutes examination worth 50% of AS grade. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 
 

 Paper 1: A 2 hours 30 minutes examination worth 40% of the A Level grade. 

 Paper 2: A 2 hours 30 minutes examination worth 40% of the A Level grade. 

 Non-exam assessment: A coursework piece worth 20% of the A Level grade. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
A Level English Language will prepare you for higher education courses that encourage communication and creativity such as          
journalism, law, English, politics and speech and language therapy. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
 
LEVEL A Level  
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA Specification A 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in either English Language or Literature  
COURSE LENGTH 2 years  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course aims to encourage students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature and literacy studies. Students are     
encouraged to read widely and independently as well as engaging creatively with the texts studied which will be from a range of genres 
and time periods. Different contexts and traditions will be explored linking to key themes and ideas in the texts. Students will develop 
and apply their knowledge in speech, through discussion, and In writing.  
 
During the AS and A Level courses students will study both modern and traditional literature across a variety of genres.  In addition to      
studying the set texts it is essential that students undertake wider reading.  Students will be required to buy some of the set 
texts so that they can annotate them (cost approximately £25 per year). 
 
COURSE CONTENT - A Level 
 

 Paper 1: Love Through the Ages - a study of three texts including one poetry, one prose, one of which must be pre-1900 and 
one Shakespeare play. 

 Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts - a study of three texts including one poetry, one prose and one drama (one must be        
written post-2000). 

 Non-exam assessment: This is a coursework task which requires students to produce a comparative, critical study of two 
texts, one of which must have been written pre-1900. 

 
TRIPS & VISITS 
 
Trips include English Literature Student Conference - London, performances of Shakespeare and other studied texts. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 
 

 Paper 1: assessment is via a 2 hours 30 minutes examination worth 40% of A Level grade. 

 Paper 2: assessment is via a 2 hours 30 minutes examination worth 40% of A Level grade. 

 Non-exam assessment: coursework worth 20% of A Level grade. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
English Literature A Level will help you gain understanding of our literary heritage and prepare you for further study at degree level.  
English study will improve your writing and understanding; improving communication and your career prospects in any field. 
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ) 
 
 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS Students will be selected based on their GCSE results 
COURSE LENGTH 2 years 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
Students attend 1 lesson per week and during that lesson they will cover essential skills that will help them towards gaining a            
qualification termed Level 3 Extended Project.  This is a valuable qualification that supports students with the transition into higher      
education or the world of work. The structure of the course provides students with opportunities for the development of critical, reflective, 
problem-solving and independent learning skills through the planning, research and evaluation of a self-selected project, similar to the 
dissertation that university students are required to produce. 
 
Throughout their in-depth study, students will develop and apply skills creatively, resulting in one of the four following project outcomes: 
   

 A dissertation 

 An investigation 

 A performance 

 An artefact 
 
ASSESSMENT  
 
Each student will submit sections of their project throughout the year and will be provided with feedback on how to improve it. Once the 
final project has been completed students are expected to present their findings to others and are judged on how well they have       
completed the work according to specific guidelines. This provides an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the skills that both employers 
and higher education providers are highlighting as important attributes. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Universities have stated that the Extended Project stretches students and that it can make the  difference on winning a place onto a 
course or just missing out.  It allows students a chance to discuss their chosen subject and reasons why in their personal statement 
which will be particularly useful when applying for competitive courses. 
 
For students wishing to move onto employment following their post-18 study, it can help to develop their research and presentation skills 
as well as their confidence to deal with other colleagues in their future careers.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
LEVEL A level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in Geography  
COURSE LENGTH 2 years 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Geography is an exciting subject at Post 16 Level.  This course provides a great opportunity to study the key challenges facing the world 
today. Throughout the course you will study issues of relevance to you, both now and in the future. 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
 
Paper 1: Physical Geography – This topic focuses on some of the major physical processes at work on the planet. The Water and     
Carbon Cycles are major elements in the natural environment and play a significant role in the management of the planet. Coastal       
Systems and  Landscapes and Hazards lead to the creation of a range of distinct landforms and landscapes.  
 
Paper 2: Human Geography – This topic focuses on some of the big changes that are happening in the world around us, essential 
knowledge for the modern day citizen. Globalisation covers the economic, social and political changes associated with the changing global 
economy while Changing Places provides the opportunity to study two contrasting locations. Finally, the study of Population and the        
environment explores the relationship between key aspects of physical and human geography and its impact on the natural environment.   
 
Paper 3: Geography Fieldwork Investigation – You will be required to complete four days of fieldwork that focuses on processes in both 
physical and human Geography. In additional you will complete an independent investigation that may be based on either human or    
physical aspects of Geography, or a combination of both.  
 
Assessment  
 
Both Paper 1 and Paper 2 are assessed via written examinations of 2 hours 30 minutes, with each paper worth 40% of the A Level           
qualification. Each examination may include multiple-choice questions, short open answers, levels of response and extended prose     
answers, calculations and resource-linked questions totalling 120 marks.   
 
Paper 3: Geographical Fieldwork Investigation - The independent investigation is worth 20% of the qualification (60 marks). This project 
will be completed under the direct supervision of the staff and will be based on a question or issue defined and developed by you relating 
to any part of the specification content from Paper 1 or Paper 2.   
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Geography’s use of facts, figures, maps, ideas, views and values makes it ideal for decision making at work.  Geographers go into: 
 
Teaching, social work, law, environmental management e.g. National Trust, forestry, environmental health; information services,             
e.g.   library, census officer and systems analyst; business and finance, e.g. insurance, market research, banking; management and     
administration, e.g. estate agent, civil service, sport management; leisure, travel and tourism, e.g. National Park ranger, travel agent;   
scientific services,  e.g. hydrologist, surveyor and cartographer. 

 
Geography fits in well with almost any A Level combination and is also a highly regarded subject for university entry. The     
Russell Group of top UK Universities  regard Geography as a key subject and Geography degree students are the second most            
employable (The Guardian). 
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HISTORY 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in History 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The aim of A level History at Bourne Academy is to provide an exciting range of different historical experiences and give you a window 
into the past.  We believe that understanding of the past is key to understanding the future. Historians learn to appreciate multiple     
perspectives, cultures and assess different historical interpretations. 
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 1 
 
Unit 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918-89 - What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 
Consider how far Nazi foreign policy caused The Second World War. Investigate what life was like in divided Germany after 1945 to the 
fall of the Berlin wall. 
 
Unit 2: Spain, 1930–78: Republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy.  
Investigate the causes, effects and results of the Spanish Civil War where international volunteers from all over the world joined the 
struggle against Fascism.   
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 2 
 
Unit 3: Poverty, public health and the state in Britain, c1780–1939 
What was it like to live in an inner city Victorian slum with the threat of deadly diseases hanging over you? Why did people see death 
and starvation as a better option than the workhouse?   
 
Unit 4: Coursework: Interpretations of the Holocaust 
One assignment based around analysing and evaluating historical interpretations of responsibility for the Holocaust. 
 
TRIPS & VISITS 
 
There is the opportunity to participate in the biennial Auschwitz trip. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 1 
All History exams for both AS and full A level are a mixture of source and knowledge based questions. 
 
Unit 1: Germany and West Germany, 1918-89: One exam worth 60% of AS/30% of A level. Written exam 2 hours 15 minutes. 
 
Unit 2: Spain, 1930–78: One exam worth 40% of AS/ 20% of A level. Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 
 
Unit 3: Poverty, public health, c1780–1939: One exam worth 30% of A level. Written exam 2 hours 15 minutes. 
 
Unit 4: Coursework: Interpretations of the Holocaust:  One assignment focused on analysing and evaluating historical               
interpretations of responsibility for the Holocaust. Worth 20% of the full A level. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
A Level History is a highly valued qualification for both university applications and employers.  The Russell group of 24 top UK         
universities identifies History A level as one of the sought after 8 Facilitating subjects. 
 
 With a History qualification you will be prepared for numerous careers where analytical and critical reasoning skills are highly valued. 
careers include law, politics, publishing, journalism, media, teaching, museums alongside business and commerce, public sector    
administration and the charity and voluntary sectors. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 7 in Mathematics 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
A level maths builds on what you have already studied, and introduces new and exciting topics. You will develop your reasoning 
skills, as well as your ability to construct coherent mathematical proofs. Your range of mathematical skills will be extended, as you 
use the techniques taught to solve longer unstructured problems. You will make links between the different areas of maths studied, 
and the wider curriculum.  
 

 
COURSE CONTENT AS Maths Qualification 
 

 Core Pure: This builds upon the mathematics covered in GCSE.  It includes topics such as algebra, further trigonometry, 
polynomials, co-ordinate geometry and an introduction to calculus. 

 Mathematical Applications: This includes mechanics (motion, vectors and forces) and statistics (data presentation,          
interpretation and probability) 

 
COURSE CONTENT A2 Maths Qualification 
 

 Core Pure: The pure mathematics covered at AS level will be built upon further and will include: Further calculus           
techniques, proof, functions and parametric equations. 

 Mathematical Applications: This will include further mechanics (as for AS and also includes moments) and statistics (as 
for AS and also includes sampling and hypothesis testing). 

 
ASSESSMENT  
 
Students will be examined on the full two year course at the end of the second year however we have chosen to also examine at 
the end of the first year.  This will enable students to achieve the AS qualification but if they choose to continue to the full “A” Level 
this content will be examined again. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Students who study A Level Mathematics go on to use this qualification to study an extremely wide-ranging and varied number of 
courses in further education, not just mathematics.  These include medicine, engineering, computing, psychology, and business and 
finance. 
 
 

 



 

                                                 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES — SPANISH 
 
LEVEL A level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in Spanish 
COURSE LENGTH 2 years 
CONTACT Mrs Cairns  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
A broad and stimulating content has been designed to enable students to develop 
their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and society of the 
countries where Spanish is spoken.  
 
Students will study technological and social change, looking at the multicultural    
nature of Hispanic society. They will study highlights of Hispanic artistic culture,   including a focus on Spanish regional identity and 
the culture heritage of past civilisations. They will learn about aspects of the   diverse political landscape of the Hispanic world.  
 
Students will explore the influence of the past on present-day Hispanic communities. Throughout their studies, they learn the        
language in the context of Hispanic countries and issues and influences which have shaped them. Students will study texts and film 
and will have the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of their choice.  
 
COURSE CONTENT—This qualification is linear which means students will sit their exams at the end of the course.   
 
During Year 12 & Year 13  the course content will be: 
 

 Social issues & trends 

 Artistic culture 

 Grammar 

 Works: a literary text and a film. 
 
TRIPS AND VISITS 
 
Students will may be offered the opportunity to undertake a residential study visit to Salamanca in Spain in conjunction with the            
ISLA language school or alternatively do a work experience placement. 
 
ASSESSMENT Year 2 
 
Paper 1 Listening, Reading and Writing:  Written exam 2 hours 30 minutes, 100 marks, 50% of A Level. 
 
Paper 2 Writing:  Written exam 2 hours, 80 marks, 20% of A Level.  Each essay should be approximately 300 words. 
 
Paper 3 Speaking:  Oral exam 21-23 minutes including 5 minutes preparation time, 60 marks, 30% of A Level. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
In an increasingly competitive job market, the study of Spanish can give you the edge.  It is seen as a subject which demonstrates  
academic rigour and broadens your knowledge of Hispanic cultures and the world around you.   
 
This is a brief overview only.  Please speak to a member of the departnment for more information. 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
 
EXAMINATION TITLE GCE Religious Studies 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in Religious Studies or English  
LENGTH OF COURSE 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level)   
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Religious Studies is the study of issues and questions that have been considered throughout human history and continue to challenge 
who we are and what is important to us today.  It provides students with the opportunity to learn about Philosophers and their ideas as 
well as developing their own ideas about life, beliefs and how people behave.  
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 1 
 
In Year 12, students take 3 modules: 
 

 Philosophy of Religion 

 Religion and Ethics 

 Developments in Religious thought 
 
These include a study of Ancient Greek Philosophy, arguments for the existence of God, the problem of evil, ethical language, Natural 
Law, Euthanasia and Sexual ethics along with key developments in religious thought from a Christian  perspective. Examination for the 
AS level  is at the end of Year 12. 
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 2 
 
In Year 13, study of the three modules continues with consideration of additional issues such as: 
 

 Life after death 

 Religious experience 

 The nature of God 

 Free will and conscience 

 20th century and contemporary developments 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 1 - AS level: 1 hour exam on each of the three modules.   
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 - A level: 2 hour exam on each of the three modules, including what was studied in year 12.  
 
TRIPS AND VISITS Students have the opportunity to attend a Philosophy and Ethics conference in Cambridge and a joint History and 
Religious Studies trip to Krakow, Poland ( Auschwitz.) 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES  
 
This course is a good foundation for further study of Religious Studies, Philosophy or Theology. Universities value the way the course 
encourages students to evaluate and question ideas. Students will acquire a range of skills such as analysis,  interpretation, critical    
thinking and evaluative pieces of writing that will prepare them well for higher education and employment. The ethical areas of the course 
have relevance to all parts of life including business, medicine, government and law.  
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 6 in English and Grade 5 in Maths 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A Level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
The word Psychology is derived from two Greek words; psyche (mind, soul or spirit) and logos (study), which put together gives 
‘Study for the mind’.  Psychology is a very popular subject at A Level as it gives us explanations for why we think, feel and behave in 
the way that we do.  Psychology is interested in explaining individual behaviour such as what makes us different and similar to other 
individuals and how we interact. 
 
If you are interested in research, like to be challenged, involved in discussing issues and can draw together often conflicting         
information into written or verbal reports, then you may be interested in Psychology as a course. 
 
COURSE CONTENT Year 1 
 
The AS course covers 5 main topics over the first year, these are Memory, Early Social Development, Biopsychology, Abnormality 
and Social Influence.  Throughout the study of these topics you will also develop an understanding of Psychological research and 
scientific  methods. 
 
COURSE CONTENT Year 2 
 
The A Level course covers topics such as relationships, schizophrenia, forensic psychology and biopsychology which students find         
interesting.  As with AS, students will develop an understanding of Psychological research and scientific methods throughout the 
study of these topics. 
 
TRIPS AND VISITS 
 
This year we have visited London Zoo to take part in their Phobias session - we hope to organise further trips and visits for both AS 
and A Level students as the course progresses. 
 
ASSESSMENT AS Level 
 
All students will be entered for the AS Level exam at the end of year one, however if you continue onto the A Level course these 
grades will not count towards your final A Level grade. 2 x 1 hour 30 minutes exams in May/June. 
 
ASSESSMENT A Level 
 
Assessments at the end of year 2 will assess knowledge from the beginning of the 2 years, AS results will not count towards the final 
grade. 3x 2 hours exams in June  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Psychology would be beneficial for university degrees in Psychology, Social Sciences and vocational courses such as teaching, the  
police force, speech therapy, nursing, social work etc. Psychology would also be useful in such areas as careers/degree courses 
which require interpersonal skills and the study of people and society. 
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SCIENCES — BIOLOGY 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 7 in Combined Science Trilogy, or a Grade 7 in Biology and GCSE Maths Grade 6. 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Studying Biology will provide students with an amazing opportunity to discover the secrets of the living world.  The range of topics on 
offer is broad and exciting ranging from the tiniest biological molecules that make up living things, through cells, tissues and organs and 
onto how organisms interact with each other and their environment.  Biological sciences have, and continue to play an important part in 
our society, students will gain an appreciation for how Biology has contributed to culture and our economy.  In addition to theoretical 
studies students will develop a wealth of practical experience and skills that will aid them in scientific career and further study.  
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 1 
 

 Topic 1: Biological Molecules– Carbohydrates, fats, proteins and DNA 

 Topic 2: Cells—Structure, transport, across membranes, cell recognition and the immune system. 

 Topic 3: Exchange and Transport—Animals and plants 

 Topic 4: Genes and Variation—DNA, genes and protein synthesis, genetic diversity and biodiversity. 
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 2 
 

 Topic 5: Bioenergetics—Respiration, photosynthesis and transfer between organisms. 

 Topic 6: Response to their environment—Stimuli, nervous coordination, muscles and homeostasis. 

 Topic 7: Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems. 

 Topic 8: Control of gene expression—Gene expression, recombinant DNA technology. 
 
TRIPS & VISITS 
 
The Biology department organise a field trip for the Biodiversity and Environmental aspects of the course which covers both AS and     
A level work.  The cost is approximately £100. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 1  
 
2 examinations of 1 hour 30 minutes each (75 marks). Any of the content including relevant practical skills, will be examined in these 
exams. 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 
 
3 examinations overall: 
 

 Paper 1: Biological molecules, Cells, Exchange and Transport, Genes and Variation (35%); AS course, 2 hour duration. 

 Paper 2: Energy transfer, Organisms response to their environment, Genetics and gene expressions and Populations, evolution 
and ecosystem (35%); A2 Course, 2 hour duration. 

 Paper 3: Synoptic Analysis (30%). AS and A2 Course, 2 hour duration. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Once students have been successful in this qualification, there are a wide array of career paths that can be taken.  If students wish to 
continue their studies at higher education then they can use their A level Biology qualification to study physiotherapy, medicine,       
biomedical science, biology, zoology, veterinary and many more.  Biological science is a booming discipline with many important     
industries that require skills in Biology such as agriculture, pharmacology and medical science to name a few. 
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SCIENCES — CHEMISTRY 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 7 in Combined Science Trilogy, or a Grade 7 in Chemistry and GCSE Maths Grade 7. 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Studying Chemistry allows students to develop their passion and enthusiasm for an analytical subject that will be an ideal stepping 
stone for many further studies.  It will allow students to appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 
sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society. The course will build upon concepts and skills that were developed at 
GCSE.  Students will have the opportunity to study different disciplines within Chemistry – atoms and reactions, organic chemistry,  
polymers and analysis, equilibria and energetics.  They will also be able to develop their practical skills. 
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 1 
 

 Topic 1: Physical Chemistry :  Atomic structure, Moles, Bonding, Energetics and Kinetics. 

 Topic 2: Inorganic Chemistry :  Periodicity, Group 2 and Group 7. 

 Topic 3: Organic Chemistry :  Alkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, Halogenoalkanes, Organic analysis. 
 
COURSE CONTENT YEAR 2 
 

 Topic 4: Further Physical Chemistry :  Thermodynamics, Kinetics, Electrode potentials, Acids. 

 Topic 5: Further Inorganic Chemistry : Periodicity, Transition Metals, Aqueous Solutions. 

 Topic 6: Further Organic Chemistry :  Nomenclature, Carboxyl Compounds, Aromatic     
 Chemistry, Amines, Amino Acids, Analysis. 

 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 1 
 
There will be 2 examinations, each with a total of 80 marks 
 

 Paper 1: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry with Practical Skills (50%).1 1/2 hours. 

 Paper 2: Physical and Organic Chemistry with Practical Skills (50%). 1 1/2 hours 
 
ASSESSMENT YEAR 2 
 

 Paper 1: Further Physical and Inorganic Chemistry (35%). 105 marks / 2 hours 

 Paper 2: Further Physical and Organic Chemistry (35%). 105 marks / 2 hours 

 Paper 3: Synoptic Analysis (30%). 90 marks / 2 hours  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Once students have been successful in this qualification the doors are opened to many career paths. If a student wishes to apply for  
higher education an A level in Chemistry will allow them to follow university qualifications in Biochemistry, Pharmacy, Medicine,        
Dentistry, Veterinary  Science and many more. 
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SCIENCES — PHYSICS 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A level  
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 7 in Combined Science Trilogy, or a Grade 7 in Physics and GCSE Maths Grade 7. 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Students follow the AQA specification for AS and A Level. The specification has been designed to provide a traditional approach to 
teaching physics and develop interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including further study and careers.  It will also illustrate how 
society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy. 
 
The full two-year course is broken down into nine topics as follows: 
 
COURSE CONTENT Year 1 
 

 Topic 1: Measurement and their errors 

 Topic 2: Particles and Radiation 

 Topic 3: Waves 

 Topic 4: Mechanics 

 Topic 5: Electricity 
 
COURSE CONTENT Year 2 
 

 Topic 6: Further mechanics and thermal physics 

 Topic 7: Fields 

 Topic 8: Nuclear Physics 

 Optional Topic - Choose from Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering  Physics, Turning points in Physics, Electronics. 
 
ASSESSMENT Year 1 
 
Paper 1: Topics 1-5  - 50% of total AS level marks. 1 hour 30 minutes. 
Paper 2: Topics 1-5   Practical Skills and Data Analysis - 50% of total AS level marks. 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
ASSESSMENT Year 2 
 
Paper 1: Topics1-5 and periodic motion - 34% of total A level marks. 2 hours. 
Paper 2: Topics 6-8 - 34% of total A level marks. 2 hours. 
Paper 3: Practical Skills, Data Analysis and Optional Topic - 32% of total A level marks. 2 hours. 
 
Assessments may be taken at the end of each year or at the end of the total course.  AS may be completed at the end of one year 
and A2 at the end of the second year.  All papers are available in June of each academic year.  Both the AS and the A Level are 
stand alone qualifications. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES  
 
These courses are designed to build on the knowledge and understanding achieved by the study of GCSE Core and Additional  
Science or from studying the three sciences separately. 
 
AS and A Level  Physics are widely accepted, and very well respected entry qualifications for higher education. 
 
Physics offers challenging, exciting and productive careers.  As a career, physics covers many specialised fields - from acoustics, 
astronomy and astrophysics to medical physics, geophysics and is a requirement for medicine and veterinary science.  
 
Physics offers a variety of work activities - laboratory research, technical, teaching, engineering, surveying, management.  Physics 
opens doors to employment opportunities throughout the world in government, industry, schools and private organisations. 
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SOCIOLOGY 
 
 
LEVEL AS and A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 5 in English  Language or GCSE Grade 5 in Sociology (if studied) 
COURSE LENGTH 1 year (AS) 2 years (A Level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Sociology is the study of human society and the interactions within it. Sociology sets out to answer questions about the world we live 
in by relating to various institutions within society such as: Crime, Education, Media, and many more. Sociology studies the way    
society shapes our lives, by refusing to take for granted the day to day experience of people. It attempts to find the truths and dispels 
many myths about society.  
 
 
COURSE CONTENT AS COURSE 
 
During Year 12 you will study 3 units: 
 

 Families and Households; 

 Education; 

 Theory & Methods. 
 
COURSE CONTENT A-LEVEL COURSE 
 
During Year 13 you will study 3 further units: 
 

 Beliefs in Society; 

 Crime and Deviance; 

 Research Methods. 
 
ASSESSMENT AS Qualification 
 
2 x 90 minute examinations in May. 
 
ASSESSMENT A2 Qualification 
 
3 x 2 hour examinations in June. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
The course is of value on two levels – the academic and the personal;  it opens your eyes to yourself, your environment and the world 
around you.  It is therefore of great value for those people entering careers as varied as law, medicine (from consultant to nurse), 
teaching, armed forces, police and personnel  management.  The subject is accepted by all institutions of higher education for a wide 
range of courses or is equally acceptable for entry into employment post ‘A’ level study. 
 

 



 

                                                 

    B
T

E
C

 LE
V

E
L 3 - A

P
P

LIE
D

 S
C

IE
N

C
E

 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN APPLIED SCIENCE 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE 2 x Grade 4 in Science  
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years (If you decide to only complete one year you will collect a Certificate, equivalent to an AS Level) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is an exciting course at Bourne Academy that gives students the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to prepare for 
employment or higher education. The course has both academic content in the form of an exam and strong vocational context in the 
coursework. 
 
This course is ideal for students who have an interest in Science but may not want to specialise in one particular area and/or have a 
particular interest in practical work. 
 
You will require good English and Maths skills (Grade 4 or above) to be able to complete the coursework. 
 
COURSE UNITS  
For further information go to: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/applied-science-2016.html 
 
ASSESSMENT 

 
This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass (E) Merit (C), Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*). 
 
Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on  progress against the key assessment 
criteria. Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of   
assessment: coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed).  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
This course allows progression either into the workplace or onto a degree course. Previous students have moved on to, or are     
aspiring towards degree courses in Midwifery, Nursing, Forensic Science, Criminology, Sport Science and careers as a Paramedic 
and Pathologist. 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)  

Year 12:   
 

Unit 1 Principles and Applications of Science 
Externally assessed written examination  
 

Periodicity and properties of elements 
Structure and function of cells and tissues 
Waves in communication 

 Unit 2 Practical Scientific Procedures and 
Techniques 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

Undertaking titration and colourimetry to determine the           
concentration of solutions 
Undertaking calorimetry to study cooling curves 
Undertaking chromatographic techniques to identify components 
in mixtures 
Review of personal development of scientific skills for laboratory 
work. 

Year 13: Unit 3 Science Investigation Skills  
Externally assessed task 
 

Planning a scientific investigation 
Data collection, processing and analysis and interpretation 
Drawing conclusions and evaluation 
Enzymes in action  
Plants and their environment 
Energy content of fuels 
Electric circuits 

 Unit 9 Human Regulation and Reproduction 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

The interrelationship and nervous control of the cardiovascular 
and respiratory systems 
The homeostatic mechanisms used by the human body 
The role of hormones in the regulation and control of the        
reproductive system. 



 

                                                 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN ART AND DESIGN 
 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4 or above in Art and Design, Product Design, Textiles or BTEC Level 2 Pass or above in 
Art 
COURSE LENGTH Strictly 2 Years  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This is a highly practical course and will give you a wide variety of specialist experience in a range of disciplines. Examples of these 
are painting, drawing, ceramics, printmaking, sculpture, set design, graphic design. You will work in a vocational context following 
real life briefs.  You will also study the work of relevant artists and designers and use this to develop and inspire your own work.   
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed) 

 
TRIPS AND VISITS 
 

Throughout the course you will be given the opportunity to go on a wide variety of trips to access primary source material to inspire 
your artwork and to see the work of other artists, including practicing professionals.   
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

You will be assessed on each of the units and awarded a Pass (E), Merit (C),  Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*). Your final grade will 
be calculated from a culmination of the points collected across the four units. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 

This course is ideal for students who have a strong commitment  to Art and Design and may wish to move towards a career in some 
aspect of the industry. Examples of this may be fashion designer, textiles designer, animator, graphic designer, fine artist,  illustrator, 
interior designer, jewellery designer, product designer, set designer, photographer. 
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Year 12:   
 

Unit 12 - Fine Art Materials, Techniques and 
Processes 
 
 
Unit 3 The Creative Process 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

Fine art is a diverse sector of art and design encompassing     
painting, printmaking, installation, video and photography . You can 
create both conceptual or more traditional pieces. 
 
You explore and experiment with the stages of the creative process 
to develop ideas and produce outcomes. 

 Unit 2 Critical and Contextual studies in Art and 
Design 
Externally assessed written examination  

You develop skills in contextual research and visual analysis in 
order to critically analyse the work of others. You are given five 
weeks to prepare working with a given source, you must then   
produce a written response in a period of five supervised hours. 

Year 13: Unit 1 Visual Recording and Communication 
Externally assessed task 

You investigate, experiment and explore a range of visual recording 
materials and methods to express and communicate ideas. 
Working to a given theme, you will develop a practical body of work 
in lesson time and produce a final piece in exam conditions. 
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BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN BUSINESS 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS BTEC Level 2 Pass in Business if studied  
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years (If you decide to only complete one year you will collect a Certificate, equivalent to an AS Level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is an exciting course at Bourne Academy that gives students the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to prepare for 
employment or higher education.  
 

This course is ideal for students who have a strong commitment to Business Studies and wish to move towards a career in some 
aspect of business and the commercial sector or even start their own business.  Examples of this may be entrepreneur, accountant, 
sales, marketing, promotions or event planning. 
 
Students selecting to study the Extended Certificate in Business can combine this course with 2/3 other subjects at A Level or BTEC 
Extended Certificate. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass (E) Merit (C), Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*). 
 
Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on  progress against the key assessment 
criteria. 
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed).  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Completion of this course will enable students to access employment, such as accounting, advertising, recruitment company director 
or higher education, such as a business based degree. 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)   

 Unit 1 Exploring Business 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

In this unit you will study the purposes of different businesses, 
their structure, the effect of the external environment, and how 
they need to be dynamic and innovative to survive. 

 Unit 2 Developing a Marketing  Campaign 
Externally assessed task 

In this unit you will gain skills relating to, and an understanding of, 
how a marketing campaign is developed. 

 Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance 
Externally assessed written examination  

In this unit you will study the purpose and importance of personal 
and business finance.  You will develop the skills and knowledge 
needed to understand, analyse and prepare financial information. 

 Unit 8 Recruitment and Selection in Business 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

In this unit you will explore how the recruitment process is carried 
out in a business.  You will have the opportunity to participate in 
selection interviews and review your performance. 



 

                                                 

BTEC LEVEL 3  EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION 
 
LEVEL Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4 or above in Media Studies (if studied) 
COURSE LENGTH 2 years 
 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed).  
 
PERSONAL SKILLS 

  
 
To be successful in Media you must be willing to work hard and be well organised, especially on production work as this involves 
thorough planning and collaboration with others.  You should take an interest in the media and the way it is developing in response to 
new media technologies.   
  
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
  
We are proud of the successes our students achieve after completing the course.  A number of students have progressed their study 
of Media to degree level at a range of universities.  A range of options exist – from production based courses to analytical /           
theoretical courses such as Film Studies.  Beyond higher education, former students have successfully gained employment in the 
media industry, for example working with the BBC or freelance. 
  
WHAT OUR MEDIA STUDENTS SAY 
 WHAT WE ENJOY:  

  

“I enjoy the feeling of accomplishment when a production task is finished.” 
“Everything can be a challenge but everything is fun!” 
“The chance to be creative and develop my own ideas to fruition.” 
  
WHAT WE FIND A CHALLENGE: 
  

“Meeting deadlines for production work.” 
“Working in production teams with others who have different views as to how we should progress.” 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)  - 2 Year Course 

Year 12: Unit 10 Film Production – Fiction  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You will investigate how conventions of narrative storytelling are 
used by filmmakers, looking at formats and generic conventions. 
You will prepare for a film production by creating and gathering 
the materials and preparing the cast and crew. You will need to 
bring together a range of elements to successfully produce your 
product: camera, lighting, acting, direction and sound during the 
production.  

 Unit 1 Media Representations  
Externally assessed task 

You will explore the ways in which people, places and ideas are 
represented in the media across a range of moving image, print 
and interactive products. This is an external exam based unit in 
which you will analyse the representations and how they are con-
veyed in an online exam. 

Year 13: Unit 4 Pre-Production Portfolio  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You will develop your understanding of the essential pre-
production work that takes place as part of a creative media 
production. You will gain an understanding of the requirements of 
the planning stage, from finance and logistics to regulations. 
Your investigations will help you develop the pre-production skills 
and experience needed to carry out your own tasks and to    
produce a digital media product. You will create a portfolio and 
manage the pre-production for your own creative media        
production.  This is an internally assessed unit. 

 Unit 8 Responding to a Commission  
Externally assessed task 

You will understand how to respond to a commission brief with 
ideas based on the required content, style, audience, purpose 
and approach proposed by the client. You will work within the 
requirements and constraints of the client’s specifications and 
consider your response in terms of ethos, format, budget,     
platform and duration.  This is an externally assessed unit. 
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BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE 4 Science 
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years (If you decide to only complete one year you will collect a Certificate, equivalent to an AS Level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This Health and Social Care course will offer you the opportunity to explore a wide variety of topics that underpin the skills and  
Qualities needed for a multitude of future careers in the Health and Social Care sector.  
 
You will look in depth at the various reasons within different life stages that some people need treatment and support to develop and 
maintain their independence, dignity and control. Studying Health and Social Care will teach you to provide physical, emotional and 
social support to help people at all stages of their lives. You will be academically challenged through the broadness of this curriculum 
and will face a wide range of real life scenarios that will help to prepare you for your future careers.  
 
  

 
It is an advantage if the subject has been studied in KS4 at GCSE/ BTEC Level 2 but not essential.  ICT is an important part of the 
course, as well as a good standard of English Language. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass (E) Merit (C), Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*). 
 
Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on progress against the key assessment 
criteria. 
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are two different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed) and written examination (externally set and assessed).  
 
Opportunities  for work placements in a variety of Health and Social Care setting will be available over the duration of the course. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Completion of this course will enable students to access employment, or move on to study an aspect of Health and Social care at a 
centre of higher education.  This course is very popular with students aspiring to be nurses, midwives, social workers, care           
assistants, teachers and nursery workers. 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)   

Year 12: Unit 5 Meeting Individual Care and Support 
Needs  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You focus on the principles and practicalities that underpin  
meeting individuals’ care and support needs, which are the    
foundation of all the care disciplines. 

 Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development  
Externally assessed written examination  

You cover physical, intellectual, emotional and social             
development across the human lifespan, and the factors       
affecting development and the effects of ageing. 

Year 13: Unit 2 Working in Health and Social Care  
Externally assessed written examination  

You explore what it is like to work in the health and social care 
sector, including the roles and responsibilities of workers and 
organisations. 

 Unit 11 Psychological Perspectives  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You explore key theoretical perspectives that have been put 
forward on psychological and physical development and how 
they are applied in different health and social care settings. 



 

                                                 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN IT AND COMPUTING 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS Level 2 IT BTEC Pass if studied 
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years (If you decide to only complete one year you will collect a Certificate, equivalent to an AS Level) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This is an exciting course at Bourne Academy that gives students the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to prepare for 
employment or higher education. The course will give students the confidence to apply themselves to succeed in the workplace and 
to have the study skills to continue learning on higher education courses and throughout their career.  
 
This course is ideal for students who have a strong interest in IT and Computing and will give students an excellent all round 
knowledge base whilst also allowing them to specialise in a chosen field as the course progresses.  This course will give students the 
required skills and knowledge to move into any aspect of It and Computing and ensure they are well prepared for industry and able to 
access a future career in a more specialist field. 

 
COURSE UNITS  

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass (E) Merit (C), Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*) 
 
Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on  progress against the key assessment 
criteria. 
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed).  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Completion of this course will enable students to access employment or move on to study a specialist area of  IT or Computing at   
Degree Level. 

 
B

T
E

C
 LE

V
E

L 3 - IT
 A

N
D

 C
O

M
P

U
T

IN
G

 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)   

Year 12 Unit 2 Creating Systems to Manage Infor-
mation  
Externally assessed task 
 

You study the design, creation, testing and evaluation of a    
relational database system to manage information. 
You will complete this task in ten hours of supervised sessions 
over a period of a week. 

 Unit 3 Using Social Media in Business  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You explore how businesses use social media to promote their 
products and services. You also implement social media       
activities in a business to meet requirements. 

Year 13 Unit 1 Information Technology Systems  
Externally assessed written examination  

You study the role of computer systems and the implications of 
their use in personal and professional situations.  

 Unit 6 Website Development  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You investigate website development principles. You will design 
and develop a website using scripting languages. 



 

                                                 

 

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN MUSIC 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4 in Music or BTEC Level 2 Pass in Music 
Students should have a competent ability either vocally or in a minimum of one instrument. An audition may be required. 
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This cutting edge music course will provide students with an opportunity to gain skills necessary to prepare for a career in the music 
industry. The course has a strong grounding in teaching students how to develop as a performer and meet the demands of the    
industry. 
 
The music department at Bourne Academy is superbly well equipped with up-to-date industry standard equipment including 3     
practice studios, a professional recording studio with a live sound room and 14 iMac workstations configured specifically for creating, 
composing and performing music. 
 
Students will be provided with opportunities to develop their skills taking part in regular live events. As a vocational course students 
will also have the opportunity to work alongside industry professionals. 
 
COURSE UNITS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 
 
Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on progress against the key assessment 
criteria. 
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. 
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
This course provides students with a qualification which will enable them access to study on a music degree at university or a music 
academy. High institutions value the practical aspects of the BTEC course. 
 
As students will be working with and learning about employers within the industry they will develop links and make contacts which will 
support them if they wish to move into employment. Examples of this could be performer, live sound technician, recording engineer, 
producer or music promotion. 
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Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level) 

COURSE UNITS 
Unit 23 – Music Performance Techniques 
Unit 25 – Music Production Techniques 
Unit 40 – Working and developing as a music ensemble 
Unit 30 – Pop music in practice 
Unit 7 –  Composing Music 
Unit 39 – The Sound and Music Industry 
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BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE   
IN PERFORMING ARTS 
 
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Edexcel 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4 or above in Drama, Dance or Music or PASS at BTEC Level 2. 
COURSE LENGTH 2 Years (If you decide to only complete one year you will collect a Certificate, equivalent to an AS Level) 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is based on skills development across the three Performing Arts disciplines (Dance, Music and Drama).  Students that 
have experience in theatre or performance groups outside of school tend to suit the course well. At Bourne Academy the course is 
taught by Drama specialists and run with a strong emphasis on acting skills, musical theatre and physical theatre. Students that wish 
to use strengths in Music and Dance will have the opportunity to do so, however it is Drama that is the main driver behind this course. 
It is felt strongly by both students and staff that this course provides you with the best possible start to a career in the Performing Arts 
as well as necessary life skills for teamwork and collaboration towards achieving shared goals.   

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry     
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to 
achieve a Pass,  Merit,  Distinction or Distinction *. 
 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are two different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed) and tasks (externally set and assessed).  
 

PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
Students that study Performing Arts at a Level 3 have made it onto higher education courses across the country. These include   
reputable London and Birmingham based higher education performance specialist institutions such as Rose Bruford in West London, 
Birmingham School of Acting as well as Drama education based courses at Lincoln University or Film and Media related courses 
across the East Midlands.  Some students have decided to specialise in Musical Theatre or  Technical  Theatre as a result of the 
course and have continued to forge successful links within the industry through  doing so. Many students also find that it has boosted 
their confidence to pursue a career in law or teaching.   

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)   

Year 12: Unit 2 Developing Skills for Live Performance  
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

You explore technical performance skills with a focus on       
developing skills and techniques in at least two performance 
styles. 

 Unit 1 Investigating Practitioners’ Work  
Externally assessed task 

For the assessment, you will investigate and critically analyse the 
work of two practitioners in response to the task set. You will 
investigate and critically analyse the contextual influences on 
your selected practitioners and performance work with a focus on 
how these relate to the theme identified in the set task. 
Before the supervised period you will have four weeks to carry 
out research in response to a published source, you will then 
have three hours in supervised conditions to produce a written 
response. 

Year 13: Teacher guided option  
Unit 19 Acting Styles or 
 

You develop acting methods by exploring different acting styles. 
You will apply techniques to the development, rehearsal and 
performance of your practical work. 
 

 Unit 3 Group Performance Workshop  
Externally assessed task 

Before the assessment period, you will have the opportunity to 
prepare for the development and completion of the group      
performance and their digital process log. 
For assessment, you will be given a stimulus to create          
performance material. In groups that consist of a minimum of 
three and a maximum of seven members, you will respond to the 
stimulus and develop the performance workshop for an invited 
audience. 
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CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN SPORT & 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

EXTENDED CERTIFICATE Equivalent to 1 A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD Cambridge 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4 or CNAT/BTEC Level 2 Pass (if studied).  GCSE Grade 4 in Science  
COURSE LENGTH Strictly 2 Years  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The qualifications aim to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills of the principles of Sport and Physical Activity. Students 
will gain an insight into the sector as they investigate opportunities for delivering sport and physical activity to a wide range of participants, 
whether it is to mobilise sedentary people to improve their health and wellbeing or to support regular participants to improve their         
performance and fitness, all done in a safe and professional environment. The Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Sport and Physical     
Activity focus on the requirements that today’s universities and employers demand. Students will practically apply their skills and 

knowledge in preparation for further study or the workplace.  

ASSESSMENT 

This is a vocational course so the teaching will be set within a real life context, ensuring that students can make clear industry              
associations. Students will work to a brief and be given clear assessment criteria so they can be confident on what is expected to achieve 
a Pass (E) Merit (C), Distinction (A) or Distinction * (A*). 
 

Throughout the course students will be well supported by teachers who will give feedback on  progress against the key assessment    
criteria. Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of           
assessment: coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examinations (both externally assessed).  
 
PROGRESSION ROUTES 
 
This course will prepare students looking to build a career in sport, within one of its occupational areas. These areas  include careers in 
exercise and fitness, coaching and leadership, and sports development.   
 

 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)   

Year 12: Unit 1 Body Systems and the Effects of Physi-
cal Activity 
Externally assessed written examination  

In this unit you will gain an understanding of the structures and functions of 
the key body systems, how these support and impact performance in sport 
and physical activity, and the effects that physical training and lifestyle can 

have on them.  

 Unit 2 Sports Coaching & Activity          Leader-
ship 

This unit will give you an understanding behind the theory of what makes 

good sports coaches and activity leaders and methods that can be employed 

to improve the performance of sports participants. You will explore the roles 

and responsibilities of coaches and leaders and how these differ from each 

other and be involved in delivering and teaching sport and physical activity. 

You  will develop the skills and understanding necessary to   effectively plan 

and deliver and review a series of sports or  activity sessions. 

Year 13 Unit 3 Sports organisation & Development  
Externally assessed task 

In this unit you will gain an understanding of the organisations involved in 

sport in the UK, their roles and responsibilities and how they work together. 

You will also gain an understanding of sports development including the 

organisations involved, who sports development is targeted at and why, how 

sports development is carried out and how the success of sports develop-

ment initiatives can be measured. 

 Unit 17 Sports Injuries & Rehabilitation 
 

This unit will teach you how to recognise and treat common sports injuries 

both immediately and through longer-term rehabilitation programmes, the 

possible psychological impacts of sports injuries and how to minimise the risk 

of sports injuries occurring in the first instance. 

 Unit 19 Sport & Exercise Psychology In this unit you will learn different motivations that people have for participat-

ing in sport and physical activity and how performance can be managed 

through an understanding of attribution theory, stress and group dynamics. 

You will also learn the impacts that participation in sport and physical activity 

can have on a person’s mental health and wellbeing, whether an elite per-

former or a member of the general public. 
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BTEC LEVEL 3  EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN TRAVEL & TOURISM 
 
LEVEL/EXAMINATION BOARD Equivalent to 1 A Level 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSE Grade 4  English  
COURSE LENGTH 2 years 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Across the course students will complete units that are assessed in a variety of ways. There are three different types of assessment: 
coursework (internally assessed), tasks and written examination (both externally assessed).  
 
The Travel and Tourism industry is dynamic, wide ranging and fast growing, and it offers a huge variety of employment opportunities 
for young people.  
 
This course aims to encourage you to develop broad skills, knowledge and understanding of the Travel and Tourism industry.  
 
The course combines in depth academic study of one industry with the chance to develop business skills.  It is therefore a valuable 
qualification in its own right and also an excellent stepping stone to a career in the travel and tourism, or wider business world.  
 
  
 

 
 

Extended Certificate (equivalent to 1 A Level)  - 2 Year Course 

Year 12: Unit 3 Principles of Marketing in Travel and 
Tourism 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

Marketing is an important focus for any successful organisation in 
travel and tourism where products, services and the expectations 
of customers are constantly changing. A successful business 
must have a strategy for understanding its customers and      
targeting them with a profitable offer. 
In this unit, you will develop a marketing plan through examining 
the specific aims and objectives of the marketing function and 
researching the needs and expectations of different customer 
types. You will develop your ability to communicate the findings of 
this research. 

 Unit 1 The World of Travel and Tourism  
This is an external exam based unit  

The travel and tourism industry in the UK is growing and is of 
major importance to the economy. 
In this unit, you will develop the skills needed to examine,      
interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure the  
importance of tourism to the UK. There are many influences on 
the industry and they are changing all the time. Some of them are 
within the control of travel organisations, while others are beyond 
their control. You will need to know how organisations react to 
changes and trends to determine their present and future       
operating policies. 
 

Year 13: Unit 2 Global Destinations 
Externally assessed task 

Global destinations are a key aspect of travel and tourism and 
their appeal is strongly influenced by factors such as their      
location, access and changing trends. 
In this unit, you will use a range of resources to investigate the 
location and features of global destinations and explain the    
features that give appeal to global destinations and support   
different types of tourism. You will evaluate how travel plans/
routes/itineraries meet customer needs. You will investigate   
consumer trends and the reasons the popularity of global destina-
tions may change. 

 Unit 9 Visitor Attractions or 
Unit 11 Events, Conferences and Exhibitions 
Assessed through assignments and tasks in 
coursework 

There is a choice between these two units for completion in Year 
13. The course leader will select the unit that best fits the       
specialisms of the teaching staff and interest of the group. 


