SOCIAL SCIENCES – CURRICULUM INTENT
ASPIRE – CHALLENGE – ACHIEVE
The Social Sciences department aims to provide a foundation for the scientific understanding of both individual and
societal behaviours. We work to develop lifelong skills and understanding in order for students to appreciate different
perspectives and think holistically regarding the reasons why we, and others in society behave the way that we do.
Students are supported throughout the duration of the course and are encouraged to achieve through aspirational
target grades and departmental intervention.
By considering both biological and environmental factors, students are able to understand and develop key abilities
required in the subjects. As a department we regularly review and recap learning and students are able to apply what
they have learnt to the wider society with research projects and investigations. Since the introduction of both
Psychology and Sociology at GCSE level, students have the opportunity to begin their journey earlier, and are able to
investigate new psychological and sociological concepts and start to develop their skills of extended writing, evaluation
and time management whilst studying independently, all of which will prepare them for successful future study within
the Social Science department, across the whole school and beyond.
As social scientists we aim to encourage students to question everything and to be able to critically evaluate theories
and methods of investigation. These evaluative skills are used throughout the course and assessed regularly and
encourage students to think critically about the world around them.
Students are invited to attend additional intervention sessions to ensure they receive the support to enable them to
develop key skills that can be used across the curriculum. A high standard of communication is encouraged and is
fundamental to the achievement of students – reading of external sources and understanding both psychological and
sociological research is a key area of study that we encourage.
By introducing students to the world around them and encouraging them to think about why we think and behave in
the way that we do, it is our mission to evoke a passion for studying the Social Sciences further at higher education.

PSYCHOLOGY CURRICULUM MAP
Students are introduced to Research Methods at the start of year 10 in order to introduce a key topic which underpins
much of the psychological research throughout the two‐year course. Each topic at GCSE is taught in blocks to ensure
a thorough understanding of the subject area.
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SOCIAL STUDIES: SKILLS / KNOWLEDGE PROGRESSION BY THEMES

GCSE

Knowledge

Students are required
to be able to identify
key points and
knowledge of all
areas covered in
Psychology including
Memory, Perception,
Cognitive
Development, Social
Influence, Brain &
Neuropsychology and
Psychological
Problems.
In Sociology students
cover the topics of
Families, Education,
Research Methods
and Social
Stratification and are
expected to have a
detailed knowledge
of each of these topic
areas.

Application of
knowledge;

Evaluation;
Application;

Empirical
Research

Novel scenarios

In both Psychology
and Sociology
students are
required to know
key studies to
support their
knowledge of all
topics throughout
the course and be
able to use these as
evaluation. This is
examined
throughout the 2
papers across both
subjects.

Students have to be
able to answer
questions based on
a novel scenario
reflecting on their
knowledge of key
psychological
understanding.
In Sociology there
are extended
answers that
require students to
apply their
knowledge to a
novel scenario or
‘item’. Application
is assessed in these
questions.

Application;
Create your own
study
Yr 11 – In
Psychology,
students have to be
able to describe
how they would
investigate a
particular issue
replicating a
previous well
known study as the
basis to create their
own.

Research Methods
/I&D /Approaches
Real world
application

Extended
Writing

Mathematical
Skills

Students have to be
able to critically
evaluate research
and/or theories
using empirical
evidence
specifically in 9
mark extended
writing answers in
Psychology and 12
marks extended
answers in
Sociology.

Students have to be
able to compile a
balanced argument
using critical
analysis of sources
and theories in
both Psychology
and Sociology.

In Psychology,
students have to be
able to identify
appropriate
measures of central
tendency and
calculate these.

The mark
breakdown in
Psychology is AO1 –
4 and AO2/3 ‐ 5

