
Job of The Week
Grounds 
Keeper

Key Skills

➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ ambition and a desire to succeed
➢ sensitivity and understanding
➢ patience and the ability to remain calm in 

stressful situations
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ physical skills like movement, coordination 

and dexterity
➢ the ability to work well with your hands
➢ customer service skills
➢ to be able to carry out basic tasks on a 

computer or hand-held device

Salary
£13,500 - £30,500

Working hours
39 – 41 

per week
Evenings / weekends/ flexible 



Grounds Keeper

College

You might find it helpful to do a college course before 
looking for work. Course subjects include:

• Level 2 Certificate in Sports and Amenity Turf 
Maintenance

• Level 2 Certificate in Practical Horticulture Skills
• Level 3 Diploma in Horticulture

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 2 or more GCSEs at grades 9 to 3, for 
a level 2 course and 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, or 
equivalent, for a level 3 course.

Apprenticeship

You could do the Sports Turf Operative 
Level 2 Intermediate Apprenticeship to 
become a Groundsperson.
You could specialise in working on golf 
courses through an intermediate or 
advanced golf greenkeeping 
apprenticeship.
With experience, you could move on to 
do the Sports Turf Technician Level 3 
Advanced Apprenticeship.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need some GCSEs, usually 
including English and Maths, for an 
intermediate apprenticeship and 5 
GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 or equivalent, 
including English and Maths, for an 
advanced apprenticeship.

University  

You could do a foundation degree, higher 
national diploma or degree in:
• sports surface management
• sportsturf management
• horticulture

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 1 or 2 A Levels, or 
equivalent, for a foundation degree or higher 
national diploma and 2 to 3 A Levels, or 
equivalent, for a degree.

Other Routes

You could do a qualification with the Grounds Management 
Association. They offer courses at different levels in turf surface 
maintenance and management.



Working conditions

You could work at a school, in a park or 
on a sports field.

Your working environment may be 
outdoors in all weathers.

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar opportunities.
With experience, you could progress to supervisor, team 
leader or head of section.

Day to Day tasks:

➢ prepare land for grass turf
➢work as part of a team
➢meet time deadlines
➢work under pressure before games
➢ react to weather conditions and make

sure the grounds meet any restrictions
➢ roll and mow grass and remove water
➢ control weeds, diseases and pests
➢mark out precise lines on pitches, cut holes

and move markers
➢ install, maintain and operate equipment like

strimmer’s and mower’s



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what 
you can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Membership (thegma.org.uk)

Jobs - The Championships, Wimbledon -
Official Site by IBM

Groundsmen and Greenkeepers | Career 
profile | UCAS

Explore | UCAS

Groundsperson | Explore careers | 
National Careers Service

Career advice | Grounds Management 
Association (thegma.org.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdT9g_QtFnk&p
p=ygUWdGhlIGdyYXNzIGF0IHdpbWJlbGRvbg%3D%3D

PGA Groundskeeper for a day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzLkdzq3VF4&pp=yg
UcYSBkYXkgYXMgYSBncm91bmRzbWFuIHRlbm5pcw%3D%3

D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7BBhdZDXT
8&pp=ygUcYSBkYXkgYXMgYSBncm91bmRzbWFuIH
Rlbm5pcw%3D%3D

Groundstaff at Wimbledon

The Groundskeeper Head Groundskeeper 

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE3-F5lKZvU

https://www.thegma.org.uk/membership
https://www.wimbledon.com/en_GB/jobs/index.html
https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-page/3.1/5114
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/all?query=sports%20surface%20management
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/groundsperson
https://thegma.org.uk/learning/careers/career-advice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdT9g_QtFnk&pp=ygUWdGhlIGdyYXNzIGF0IHdpbWJlbGRvbg%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzLkdzq3VF4&pp=ygUcYSBkYXkgYXMgYSBncm91bmRzbWFuIHRlbm5pcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7BBhdZDXT8&pp=ygUcYSBkYXkgYXMgYSBncm91bmRzbWFuIHRlbm5pcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE3-F5lKZvU

