
Job of The Week
Aerospace 
Engineer

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of engineering science 
and technology

➢ to be thorough and pay attention 
to detail

➢ the ability to work well with your 
hands

➢ persistence and determination
➢ the ability to use, repair and 

maintain machines and tools
➢ the ability to work well with others
➢ to be able to use a computer and 

the main software packages 
confidently

➢ Maths skills
➢ the ability to use your initiative

Salary
£24,500 - £43,000

Working hours
40-42

evenings / weekends
on shifts



Aerospace 
engineer

College

You could do an engineering course that 
would give you some of the skills and 
knowledge needed for this job.

General engineering, mechanical and 
electrical engineering courses are useful as 
well as more specialist courses like:
• Level 2 or 3 Diploma in Aerospace and 

Aviation Engineering
• Level 3 Diploma in Aircraft Maintenance
• T Level in Engineering, Manufacturing, 

Processing and Control.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, 
or equivalent, including English, Maths and 
Science or
4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, or equivalent, 
including English and Maths for a T level.

University 

You could do a foundation degree or higher 
national diploma in engineering to get into 
this career.
Relevant subjects include:
• Aeronautical Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering
• Electrical or Electronics Engineering
• Avionics.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 
to 4, or equivalent, including English, Maths
and Science or 1 or 2 A levels, or equivalent, 
for a foundation degree or higher national 
diploma.

Apprenticeship 

You could do an Engineering Technician Level 
3 Advanced Apprenticeship or an Engineering 
Manufacturing Technician Level 4 Higher 
Apprenticeship.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 
4, or equivalent, including English, Maths and 
Science or 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 and A 
levels, or equivalent, for a higher or degree 
apprenticeship.



Working conditions

You could work in an aircraft 
hangar, on an aircraft, in a factory, in 

an office or in a laboratory.

Your environment may be cramped.

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar opportunities.
With experience, you could become a supervisor, manage a 
project or specialise in a particular area, like aircraft design.

Day to Day tasks:

You could work on the mechanics of an
aircraft or the avionics which is the electrical 
and electronic systems.

As an Aerospace Engineering Technician, you could:

➢ build and service the main body of an aircraft
➢ create and test wings, engines and landing gear
➢ install and test systems used in navigation, communications 

and flight control
➢ investigate and test solutions to engineering problems
➢ use prototypes to predict and improve how well aircraft systems 

perform
➢ use computer aided design (CAD) and computer aided manufacturing 

(CAM) software



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.





Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what 
you can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Aerospace engineering technician | Explore 
careers | National Careers Service

Careers in Aerospace

Search – UCAS

RAF Recruitment | Engineering | Royal Air 
Force (mod.uk)

Home | BAE Systems

Home | Peterborough College

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6QcVvXR-
3g&pp=ygUgQWVyb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyaW5nIHRlY2hua

WNpYW4%3D

Surprisingly STEM: 
Aerospace Technician

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n5P-JhUtRc https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YheWrHe
P5c&pp=ygUZYWVyb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyIE

FUIFVOSQ%3D%3D

What is Aerospace 
Engineering?

Becoming an Aerospace 
Engineer

Aerospace Engineering at The 
University of Manchester

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejEsBA7UVX4&pp=ygUpQWV
yb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyaW5nIHRlY2huaWNpYW4gbWlsaXRhcn
k%3D

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/aerospace-engineering-technician
https://www.careersinaerospace.com/
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/courses/a839ff18-be07-49f9-2f40-d8d74add3942
https://www.bucks.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/aviation-management-pilot-training
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/courses/a839ff18-be07-49f9-2f40-d8d74add3942
https://recruitment.raf.mod.uk/engineering
https://www.baesystems.com/en/home
https://www.peterborough.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6QcVvXR-3g&pp=ygUgQWVyb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyaW5nIHRlY2huaWNpYW4%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9n5P-JhUtRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YheWrHeP5c&pp=ygUZYWVyb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyIEFUIFVOSQ%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejEsBA7UVX4&pp=ygUpQWVyb3NwYWNlIGVuZ2luZWVyaW5nIHRlY2huaWNpYW4gbWlsaXRhcnk%3D

