
Job of The Week Anaesthetist

Key Skills

 The ability to use your judgement and make 
decisions

 Knowledge of medicine
 The ability to work well with your hands
 Thinking and reasoning skills
 To be thorough and pay attention to detail
 Excellent verbal communication skills
 The ability to accept criticism and work well 

under pressure
 Patience and the ability to remain calm in 

stressful situations
 To be able to use a computer and the main 

software packages competently

Salary
£39,000 - £145,000

Working hours
41 – 43 per week

Evenings/weekends/bank 
holidays 
On a rota



Anaesthetist

University
To become an anaesthetist, you'll need to 
complete:

• A degree in medicine recognised by the 
General Medical Council

• A 2-year foundation programme of 
general training

• Specialist training which can take up to 
8 years

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
•5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or 
equivalent, including English, Maths, and 
Science
•3 A levels, or equivalent, including Biology 
and Chemistry

Entry Tests
When you apply for a course in medicine, you 
may be asked to take the University Clinical 
Aptitude Test (UCAT).

It tests the skills you'll need on the course, like 
critical thinking, problem solving, data analysis, 
communication and scientific knowledge.

Apprenticeship
You might be able to do a doctor 
degree apprenticeship which will take 
around 5 years to complete.

The apprenticeship is recognised by 
the General Medical Council.

You could then progress to the 
foundation course of general training 
before completing the specialist 
training.



Working conditions

You could work in an NHS or 
private hospital.

Your working environment may 
be physically and emotionally 

demanding.
You may need to wear a uniform.

Career path and progression

With experience, you could become a consultant anaesthetist
•Lead or manage an anaesthesia department
•Teach medical students, trainee doctors, nurses, midwives 
and paramedics
•Become a senior consultant if you have a lot of experience 
and you're on the General Medical Council specialist register

Day to Day tasks

 Explain the risks and side effects
of anaesthesia

 Give anaesthetics and monitor patients 
during surgery

 Help reduce pain after an operation or 
during childbirth

 Manage chronic pain services
 Help patients receiving specialist treatments



Labour Market Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market Information



Keep looking…

Meet Nish, an anaesthetist Anaesthetist Day In The Life

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

Career advice on becoming a consultant 
anaesthetist

Useful Websites

Step into the NHS | help young 
people discover NHS careers

Careers in healthcare and frontline 
services - Careers - BBC Bitesize

How to become an anaesthetist


