
Job of The Week Vet

Key Skills

➢ Knowledge of animal medicine and dentistry
➢ Knowledge of biology
➢ To be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ Patience and the ability to remain calm in stressful 

situations
➢ Customer service skills
➢ Excellent verbal communication skills
➢ The ability to work well with your hands
➢ The ability to use your judgement and make decisions
➢ To be able to use a computer and the main software 

packages confidently

Salary
£32,000 - £65,000

Working hours
40 – 45 per week

On Call
 As customers demand



Vet

Qualification Check

To apply for veterinary science at university 
you will need strong qualifications. 
Consider your choices for post-16 
appropriately.

At GCSE: Most UK Vet schools require a 
minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grade 7 or above, 
including Maths, English and Science*

* Triple Science and Dual Award Science 
are both accepted.

At A-level: you will require a minimum of 3 
A-Levels. Most UK Vet schools offer at AAA 
grades in specific subjects. Preferred A-
levels for Veterinary Science courses:
• Chemistry
• Biology
It is recommended you select a third 
subject you will achieve a high grade in.

Restrictions and Requirements

Entry to veterinary science at university highly competitive. For this 
reason the selection process is very thorough. You can expect to be 
interviewed and to take screening tests at most universities.
You'll need to show:
• You are able to meet the academic requirements of the course
• You understand what the role involves
• You are highly motivated
• You have done some relevant work experience

You will also need to pass enhanced background checks

You may need a driving licence for some jobs, for example in rural areas

https://www.gov.uk/criminal-record-checks-apply-role


Vet

University

You'll need to complete a veterinary degree approved by the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS).

Many universities offer a foundation year, which prepares you for the 
veterinary degree course.

You can find out more about studying veterinary science from UCAS.

Full-time veterinary degrees usually take 5 to 6 years.

If you already have a degree in a related subject, for example, biomedical 
sciences, you may be able to take a 4-year graduate entry veterinary 
degree course.

You can also apply to join the Army Medical Service while completing your 
degree at university. On selection, you would receive further training to 
become a veterinary officer in the army.

In Person Work Experience / Volunteering

You'll need to get experience of working with 
animals, which will help when applying for courses.

You can contact:
• Veterinary practices
• Local animal welfare centres
• Animal charities, like the PDSA or RSPCA
• Local dairy and livestock farms
• Riding stables

https://animalowners.rcvs.org.uk/veterinary-careers/i-want-to-be-a-vet/#UKvetschools
https://animalowners.rcvs.org.uk/veterinary-careers/i-want-to-be-a-vet/#UKvetschools
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/veterinary-science
https://apply.army.mod.uk/roles/army-medical-service/veterinary-officer
https://www.pdsa.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/volunteer


Work experience continued…

You need to get experience of working 
with animals. There are many different 
opportunities to gain work experience, 
which will strengthen your application to 
study Veterinary Science. Please use the 
resources on this slide for more 
information. (click the photos)

https://www.rcvs.org.uk/students-and-careers/i-want-to-be-a-vet/getting-veterinary-work-experience
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience/veterinary-with-vets-for-pets/WEXP-00109
https://www.bluecross.org.uk/trainee-placements


Working conditions
You could work at a veterinary 
practice, in remote rural areas or in a 
laboratory.
Your working environment may be 
physically and emotionally 
demanding and outdoors some of 
the time.
You may need to wear a uniform and 
protective clothing.

Career path and progression
As your career develops, you could focus on 
treating particular animals, such as horses, pets or 
livestock.
You might also study for a postgraduate 
qualification, like the Certificate in Advanced 
Veterinary Practice, with provides options to 
specialise.
You could also move into a career in research, 
teaching or conservation.

Day to Day tasks
• Perform operations
• Diagnose and treat sick and injured animals
• Carry out blood analyses, X-rays and scans
• Provide care for animals in veterinary hospitals
• Carry out regular health checks and give vaccinations
• Keep records of treatments
• Communicate with pet owners and insurers
• Put severely injured or terminally ill animals to sleep
• Do research into animal medicines and diseases
• Supervise veterinary nurses and support staff
• Check farm animals and advise on how to stop the spread of disease

https://www.rcvs.org.uk/lifelong-learning/postgraduate-qualifications/certificate-in-advanced-veterinary-practice-certavp/
https://www.rcvs.org.uk/lifelong-learning/postgraduate-qualifications/certificate-in-advanced-veterinary-practice-certavp/


In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.

Labour Market 
Information



Labour Market 
Information



Keep looking…

Royal Cornwall Agricultural
 Association

RCAA Careers - Large Animal Vet

Royal Veterinary College

A Day in the Life of Rails - 
Veterinary Medicine at the RVC

British Veterinary Association

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

What does a day in the life of a vet 
practice really look like?

Zoological Society of London

A Day in the Life of a Zoo Vet | Tai 
Strike at ZSL

Useful Websites

How do I become a vet? | Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons

BVA - Becoming a vet

Veterinary surgeon | Prospects.ac.uk

Veterinarians | Career profile | UCAS

Serve as a Veterinary Officer - Royal Army 

Veterinary Corps | Army Jobs

How to become a vet: Lucy's story - BBC 

Bitesize

Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week, 
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 
can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Np6vM8aqzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7-Q3dgprZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7-Q3dgprZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixvDsFljXmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixvDsFljXmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAl9GqGbUhY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAl9GqGbUhY
https://www.rcvs.org.uk/students-and-careers/i-want-to-be-a-vet/how-do-i-become-a-vet
https://www.rcvs.org.uk/students-and-careers/i-want-to-be-a-vet/how-do-i-become-a-vet
https://www.bva.co.uk/your-career/becoming-a-vet/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/veterinary-surgeon/
https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-page/2.1/2240
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/royal-army-veterinary-corps/veterinary-officer/
https://jobs.army.mod.uk/roles/royal-army-veterinary-corps/veterinary-officer/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znmvwty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znmvwty
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