
Job of The Week Lawyer

Key Skills

➢ legal knowledge including court 
procedures and government regulations

➢ excellent verbal communication skills to 
work with different people

➢ analytical thinking skills for working on 
complex cases

➢ knowledge of English language for explaining 
legal matters to non-experts

➢ excellent written communication skills
➢ the ability to accept criticism and work well 

under pressure
➢ to be able to use a computer and the main 

software packages competently
➢ active listening skills
➢ to be thorough and pay attention 

to detail

Salary
£25,000 - £100,000

Working hours
37-50 per week

Hours can be long and 
unsociable

May be on call at short notice 



Lawyer

University

In order to qualify, you must:
• take an undergraduate degree or 

equivalent qualification, in any subject
• pass part 1 and 2 of the Solicitors 

Qualifying Exam (SQE)
• complete 2 years (or equivalent if part-

time) qualifying work experience
• meet the character and suitability 

requirements of the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (SRA)

To study Law at some universities you'll 
need to pass the Law National Aptitude 
Test (LNAT).

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 3 A levels or equivalent

Career tips

Competition for solicitor roles is tough so you need to show that you have consistently 
good grades as you progress through your education.
Getting work experience in different legal settings can help you to stand out and show 
your commitment as can virtual courses through such platforms as Springpod where 
you obtain certificates; all of this can only enhance your CV and future applications. 
There are diversity work experience schemes to encourage under represented groups 
into the legal profession.

Apprenticeship

You could do a solicitor degree 
apprenticeship to qualify as a solicitor.
This route usually takes around 5 to 6 
years and you'll need your employer's 
support to do it.
You'll also need to take the SQE, 
demonstrate relevant work 
experience and meet character and 
suitability to practice requirements.

Entry requirements
Employers will set their own entry 
requirements but they are usually set 
at A Level or equivalent

Post 16

To study Law at degree level, students should consider taking English and/or History at A level. 
It is not recommended that students study Law at A level as this will give them no advantage at 
degree level. 
Some of the Russell Group universities specify required subjects in their entry requirements, 
some do not. Likewise there are some universities that do not accept certain subjects or Leve 3 
courses.
You can access university or the CiLEX apprenticeship route with BTEC subjects or a Level 3 
course



Working conditions

You could work in an office, 
in a court, in a prison or at a 

police station

Career path and progression

With experience, you could become a partner in a private practice firm 
of solicitors. As a commercial solicitor, you could manage an in-house 
legal department.
You could use your legal training in the armed forces. 

Day to Day tasks:

In this role you could:

➢ attend meetings and negotiations
➢ research legal records and case law
➢ advise and represent clients in court
➢ keep up to date with changes in the law
➢manage finances and prepare papers

ready for court
➢ instruct barristers or advocates to act for your

clients
➢ draft confidential letters, contracts and legal

documents
➢ use plain English to explain complex legal matters

to clients



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.





Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what 
you can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

How to become a lawyer | Prospects.ac.uk

Law (ucas.com)

Home | The Law Society

LNAT Universities: Do You Need to Sit the Test? | 
UniAdmissions: The Oxbridge Experts

Legal career paths | LawCareers.Net

Law Jobs Hub | AllAboutLaw

Contact - CILEX Law School

RAF Recruitment | Legal Officer | Royal Air Force 
(mod.uk)

Areas of law | Prospects.ac.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S07UpfqhsYM

Law at Cambridge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFzX-
THiZoU&pp=ygUZbGF3IGluIHRoZSBicml0aXNoIGZvcmNl

cw%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guioOekIlsY

Becoming a Lawyer

Legal officer in the Army Lawyer in the UK

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=durSItx4OLg&pp=
ygUJbGF3eWVyIHVr

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/how-to-become-a-lawyer
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/law
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/
https://www.uniadmissions.co.uk/lnat/guides/universities-list/
https://www.lawcareers.net/Courses/LegalCareerPaths
https://www.allaboutlaw.co.uk/jobs
https://cilexlawschool.ac.uk/contact/
https://recruitment.raf.mod.uk/roles/roles-finder/personnel-support/legal-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/law-sector/areas-of-law
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S07UpfqhsYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFzX-THiZoU&pp=ygUZbGF3IGluIHRoZSBicml0aXNoIGZvcmNlcw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guioOekIlsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=durSItx4OLg&pp=ygUJbGF3eWVyIHVr

