
Job of The Week
Lighting 

Technician

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of building and construction
➢ The ability to use, repair and maintain

machines and tools
➢ Maths knowledge
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ analytical thinking skills
➢ the ability to use your initiative
➢ leadership skills
➢ patience and the ability to remain calm in

stressful situations
➢ to be able to use a computer and the main

software packages competently

Salary
£15,000 - £40,000

Working hours
42-44

Evenings/ Weekends/ 
Bank Holidays 



Lighting Technician

University

You could do a Foundation Degree, 
Higher National Diploma or Degree in:

• Performing Arts (production)
• Lighting Design
• Lighting and Performance 

Technology
• Technical Theatre

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 1 or 2 A Levels, or 
equivalent, for a Foundation Degree 
or Higher National Diploma; 2 to 3 A 
Levels, or equivalent, for a Degree

Apprenticeship

You may be able to start in this job through the 
following advanced apprenticeships:

Live event rigger
Live venue technician
Creative venue technician
Installation electrician and maintenance electrician

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to 
C), or equivalent, including English and Maths, for 
an advanced apprenticeship

Top Tips

It's a good idea to build up a portfolio of your work. This could 
be a showreel DVD or online profile of productions you've 
worked on, which you can show to potential employers.

Work

You could qualify as an electrician first and then get practical experience in production lighting

Volunteering

You will need relevant practical experience. You may be able to find a traineeship with a specialist 
lighting company. You could also look for experience in the following settings:

lighting equipment hire companies
theatres or concert venues
amateur theatre
student or community film projects
You can search for film and TV companies to approach for experience through media business listing 
services like PACT and The Knowledge

College

You could complete a college course like:
Level 3 Certificate or Diploma in Production Arts
Level 3 Certificate in Technical Theatre: Sound, Light 
& Stage
T Level in Media, Broadcast and Production

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* 
to C), or equivalent, for a Level 3 course; 4 or 5 
GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 (A* to C), or equivalent, 
including English and Maths for a T Level



Working conditions

You could work at a film studio, on a film 
set, at events, in a theatre or at a TV studio

Your working environment may be hot, 
outdoors some of the time, at height and 
you may spend nights away from home

You may need to wear protective clothing

Career path and progression

You could work on more complex events, or specialise in areas like 
electrical safety, inspection and testing, pyrotechnics or rigging

Day to Day tasks:

Lighting technicians set up 
and operate lighting for concerts,
conferences and theatre, or film
and TV productions

➢ interpret a lighting designer's plan
➢ help to rig and check the equipment
➢ carry out risk assessments for health

and safety purposes
➢ plan where to run cables and place lights

at film locations
➢ take cues from the stage manager in theatre or

the floor manager in TV
➢ programme and operate manual and computer-

controlled lighting systems
➢ take down equipment after shows or filming



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Lighting technician | Explore careers | 
National Careers Service

Search – UCAS

Homepage - Association of British Theatre 
Technicians (abtt.org.uk)

Careers for all - Creative and Cultural Skills 
(ccskills.org.uk)

Jobs – Production Services Association 
(psa.org.uk)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71XSitptm_w

Typical day on a film /TV set 
for a Lighting Technician

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgGuRKgvWQ4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCevMQ0SUI

Lighting behind
‘Wicked’ The Musical

Stage and lighting set-up 
for music gig

Lighting Operator in a 
nightclub

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUKDU3r6MYY

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/lighting-technician
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/
https://www.abtt.org.uk/
https://ccskills.org.uk/careers-for-all/
https://www.psa.org.uk/blogs/jobs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71XSitptm_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgGuRKgvWQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCevMQ0SUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUKDU3r6MYY

