
Job of The Week
Marine 

Biologist 

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of Biology
➢ Maths knowledge
➢ analytical thinking skills
➢ excellent written communication skills
➢ to be able to use a computer and the 

main software packages competently
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ the ability to work well with your hands
➢ the ability to use your initiative

Salary
£15,609 - £50,000

Working hours
38 – 40 

evenings / weekends  
bank holidays



Marine Biologist  

Apprenticeship

The following degree apprenticeships 
may be relevant to this role:

• Level 6 Laboratory Scientist
• Level 7 Research Scientist
• Level 7 Bioinformatics Scientist
The level 6 apprenticeship typically takes 
around 60 months to complete.

The level 7 apprenticeships are likely to 
have a higher entry criteria and typically 
take 30 months to complete.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 
9 to 4 and A levels, or equivalent, for a 
higher or degree apprenticeship.

University

You'll usually need a relevant degree and 
often a postgraduate master's 
qualification in a life science subject like:

• biology
• biological science
• ecology
• marine biology
Employers may also want you to have 
experience in your area of interest and 
possibly a PhD.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 
9 to 4, or equivalent, including English, 
Maths and science OR
2 or 3 A levels, or equivalent, including 
biology for a degree
a degree in a relevant subject for 
postgraduate study.

Career path and progression

With experience you could:

• become a manager
• teach in schools, colleges or 

universities
• go into science communication, such 

as media and scientific journalism
• work freelance as a scientific 

consultant
If you work in academic research, you 
could also start to lead research projects 
and become a senior research fellow or 
professor.

Post 16 studies

You will need a strong background 
in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Maths and Geography. It would 
help to study these subjects at A 
Level or BTEC.



Working conditions

Your working environment may 
be outdoors some of the time. 

You could also work in a 
laboratory, at a university or 

visit sites.

Top Tips

Laboratory experience would 
be useful for this career.

Day to Day tasks:

➢ supervise support staff
➢ clean polluted rivers
➢ protect plants and animals
➢ design and carry out experiments
➢ improve productivity in livestock or crops
➢ develop new methods to diagnose, 

monitor and treat illness or disease
➢ prevent food contamination or create ways to 

dispose of waste safely
➢make observations, write reports and publish scientific 

papers
➢ teach students, if based at a university or teaching hospital



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Explore | UCAS

So you want to become a Marine Biologist? | 
National Marine Aquarium (national-
aquarium.co.uk)

Sixth Form Prospectus – Bourne Academy

Marine biologist job profile | Prospects.ac.uk

Just One Ocean – Committed to saving the 
ocean for future generations

What Is Marine Biology? ~ MarineBio
Conservation Society

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rThDFJFaRow&
pp=ygUQbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2lzdA%3D%3D

Best Job Ever 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai40R8iH-
Jc&pp=ygUdbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2l5IGF0IHVuaXZlcnNpd

Hk%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61h3EWnLhII&pp
=ygUQbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2lzdA%3D%3D

How to become a 
Marine Biologist

Marine biology at University 
What does a Marine 
Biologist actually do?

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqgwuL07JtI
&pp=ygUnYSBkYXkgaW4gdGhlIGxpZmUgb2YgYSBt
YXJpbmUgYmlvbG9naXN0

https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/all?query=marine%20biology
https://www.national-aquarium.co.uk/learning-at-the-aquarium/marine-biologist/#:~:text=Many%20will%20require%20you%20to,can%20also%20be%20useful%20subjects.
https://www.bourneacademy.org/prospectus-2/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marine-biologist
https://justoneocean.org/?gad=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt_3dpKb8_wIVGcbtCh0Z5wW3EAAYAiAAEgLAAPD_BwE
https://www.marinebio.org/creatures/marine-biology/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rThDFJFaRow&pp=ygUQbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2lzdA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai40R8iH-Jc&pp=ygUdbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2l5IGF0IHVuaXZlcnNpdHk%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61h3EWnLhII&pp=ygUQbWFyaW5lIGJpb2xvZ2lzdA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqgwuL07JtI&pp=ygUnYSBkYXkgaW4gdGhlIGxpZmUgb2YgYSBtYXJpbmUgYmlvbG9naXN0

