
Job of The Week Paediatrician

Key Skills

➢ knowledge of Medicine and Dentistry
➢ sensitivity and understanding
➢ counselling skills including active listening 

and a non-judgemental approach
➢ be thorough and pay attention to detail
➢ the ability to accept criticism and work 

well under pressure
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ to be able to use a computer and the 

main software packages competently
➢ customer service skills
➢ thinking and reasoning skills

Salary
£40,257 - £77,274

Working hours
41-48 a week

evenings/ weekends/ 
bank holidays/

on a rota



Tips

The General Medical Council has a guide on what it 
means to be a good doctor. You might find this useful 
when preparing for medical school interviews. You can 
use online resources to find out more about the types 
of interviews you can expect to get into for medical 
school.

Paediatrician

Apprenticeship

From September 2024, you might 
be able to do a Doctor Degree 
Apprenticeship which will take 
around 5 years to complete.
The apprenticeship is recognised by 
the General Medical Council.
You could then progress to the 
foundation course of general 
training before completing the 
specialist training.

Entry requirements
Employers will set their own entry 
requirements.

University:

To become a Paediatrician you'll need to complete:
• a degree in Medicine recognised by the General 

Medical Council
• a 2-year foundation programme of general 

training
• specialist training which takes a minimum of 8 

years
A medical degree normally takes 5 years to 
complete. Some courses have the option to include 
an extra year if you want to study a subject further. 
This is called an intercalated year.

You might be able to study a foundation year 
before starting a medical degree. This will depend 
on your circumstances or if you have not studied 
enough sciences. Check with the admissions 
department where you want to study.
If you already have a degree, you could take a 4-
year graduate entry route into medicine. There’s 
lots of competition and entry requirements vary, so 
check with the admissions department where you 
want to study.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need at least 5 GCSEs grades 9 to 7, 
including English, Maths and Sciences or 3 A Levels, 
or equivalent, including Biology and Chemistry.

Post 16

It's important to check different 
university entry requirements as 
these vary between institutions.

It would also be a good idea to 
take Biology and Chemistry at A 
Level and then either Economics, 
Maths, Further Maths, Statistics, 
Physics or Psychology



Working conditions

You could work in an NHS or private 
hospital, at a health centre or in the 

community.
Your working environment may be 

physically and emotionally demanding.
You may need to wear a uniform.

Career path and progression

With experience you could:
• become a Senior Consultant, once you're on the General Medical Council 

Specialist Register
• lead a team or manage a department
• become Medical Director for an NHS trust
• move into teaching students, trainee doctors and other healthcare 

professionals
As a Specialist or Senior Consultant you can expect to earn a much higher salary.

Day to Day tasks
In this role you could:

➢ supervise and train junior medical staff
➢ assess children who are ill, injured or 

have disabilities
➢ prescribe medication, surgery or therapies
➢ refer patients to specialist consultants for tests
➢ explain diagnosis and treatments to parents and 

children
➢ write patient notes, monitor progress and produce 

medical reports



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 
sector or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what 
you can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in 
the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/working-
here/gosh-learning-academy/

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/membership/bec
ome-member

Explore | UCAS

Paediatrician | Explore careers | National 
Careers Service

Getting experience | Health Careers

Paediatrician | Health Careers

The Complete Guide To Becoming A 
Paediatrician | BMJ Careers

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

Studying Child Nursing at 
Swansea University

Paediatrics is the best job in 
Medicine you could have

A Day in the Life of a 
Pediatrician

Why paediatrics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuoXLd4CoEM&pp=ygUnYS
BkYXkgaW4gdGhlIGxpZmUgb2YgYSBwYWVkaWF0cmljaWFuIHVr

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Abn6jdUkpHs&pp=ygUQcGF
lZGlhdHJpY2lhbiB1aw%3D%3D

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFoS2hS5cTI&pp=ygUb
dW5pdmVyc2l0eSBzdHVkeSBwYWVkaWF0cmlj

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_c8WZZYk85o&pp=ygU
QcGFlZGlhdHJpY2lhbiB1aw%3D%3D

https://www.gosh.nhs.uk/working-here/gosh-learning-academy/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/membership/become-member
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/all?query=paediatrics
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/paediatrician
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/career-planning/career-planning/getting-experience
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/doctors/roles-doctors/paediatrics/paediatrician
https://www.bmj.com/careers/article/the-complete-guide-to-becoming-a-paediatrician
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuoXLd4CoEM&pp=ygUnYSBkYXkgaW4gdGhlIGxpZmUgb2YgYSBwYWVkaWF0cmljaWFuIHVr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Abn6jdUkpHs&pp=ygUQcGFlZGlhdHJpY2lhbiB1aw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFoS2hS5cTI&pp=ygUbdW5pdmVyc2l0eSBzdHVkeSBwYWVkaWF0cmlj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_c8WZZYk85o&pp=ygUQcGFlZGlhdHJpY2lhbiB1aw%3D%3D

