
Job of The Week
Sports 

Commentator 

Key Skills

➢ the ability to use your initiative
➢ to be flexible and open to change
➢ knowledge of English language
➢ excellent verbal communication skills
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ knowledge of media production and 

communication
➢ the ability to accept criticism and 

work well under pressure
➢ to be able to use a computer and the 

main software packages competently
➢ knowledge of computer operating 

systems, hardware and software

Salary
£13,000-£80,000 

Working hours
39 – 41 a week 

Variable 
Evenings/ weekends 

could work away from home



Sports 
Commentator

University

There is no set entry route to become a sports 
commentator but it may be useful to get a 
degree in a relevant subject like:
• journalism
• sports journalism
• sports business and broadcasting

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
2 to 3 A levels, or equivalent, for a degree

Post 16 Options

Although there are no specific qualifications to 
become a Sports Commentators, it would be 
useful for you to study subjects such as 
English, Creative Media, Sport, Business, and 
IT to showcase your academic capabilities.

To access a Level 3 course at college or 
equivalent at Sixth Form, you would need 5 
GCSE’s at Grade 4 or above (or equivalent) 
including Maths and English. There will be 
additional requirements for A Level subjects.

Work Experience

You'll need to have some practical experience 
and be able to show you have a real 
enthusiasm for sports commentating.
To get some work experience you could:
• volunteer to commentate on charity events 

like fun runs
• commentate for amateur matches at 

schools, college or for local teams
• record commentary for websites or internet 

radio stations
• volunteer for community, hospital or student 

radio, or TV
Look out for work experience placements, 
insight and talent days with broadcasters like:
• the BBC including their New Voices scheme
• ITV
• Channel 4
The Sports Journalists Association has more 
ideas about where to look for work experience.

Top Tips
Competition for jobs is very strong and very few jobs are advertised. Building 
up a network of industry contacts can help you find out about vacancies.



Working conditions

You could work on a sports field, at a
recording studio or at a sports arena.

Your working environment may be 
noisy, crowded, outdoors some of the 
time, and you'll travel often.

Career path and progression

You could move from short-term, freelance contract work to full-time permanent work with regional, 
national or international broadcasters.
With experience, you could become a studio-based presenter, move into programme making and producing, 
management, or written sports reporting.

Day to Day tasks:

➢work with a production team
➢ take direction from a producer
➢ interview sports professionals
➢ attend conferences, games and 

tournaments
➢ update your website, blog or social media 

feed
➢ describe events in an impartial, yet enthusiastic 

way
➢work with experts who give their opinion or statistics
➢ prepare for an event by researching clubs, coaches or 

players
➢ report on the action as it takes place and give updates on 

the scores and highlights



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you can 
be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

ITV

Sports commentator | Explore careers | 
National Careers Service

BBC New Voices 2021: Do you want to be a 
sports commentator? - BBC Sport

Work experience and internships - Sports 
Journalists' Association

Search – UCAS

Sports commentator - career guide and latest 
jobs (sortyourfuture.com)

Media and Journalism | Peterborough College

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gi0jImjMHs

Female Commentator 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JP8EsBESvA https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1CJ6-63YWU

A day in the Life

Live assignment for 
Sports Journalism

Sports Journalism Course 
interview Frank Lampard

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoJoCUDqM1I

http://www.itvjobs.com/business-areas/entry-careers
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/sports-commentator
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/59220464
https://www.sportsjournalists.co.uk/training/work-experience/
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?searchTerm=sports%20journalism&distanceFromPostcode=&studyYear=2023&sort=MostRelevant
https://www.sortyourfuture.com/job-type/sports-commentator
https://peterborough.ac.uk/courses/subjects/media-journalism-and-photography/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gi0jImjMHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JP8EsBESvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1CJ6-63YWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoJoCUDqM1I

