
Job of The Week Upholsterer 

Key Skills

➢ the ability to use your initiative
➢ design skills and knowledge
➢ to be thorough and pay attention to 

detail
➢ the ability to work well with your 

hands
➢ the ability to use, repair and maintain 

machines and tools
➢ to be able to carry out basic tasks on 

a computer or hand-held device
➢ to be flexible and open to change
➢ knowledge of manufacturing 

production and processes
➢ the ability to work well with others

Salary
£15,000 - £30,000

Working hours
43 – 45
a week 

freelance / self-employed
managing your own hours



Upholsterer 

College

You could take a college course, like a:

• Level 2 Certificate in Upholstery
• Level 2 or 3 Diploma in Furnishings -

Traditional Upholstery
• Level 2 or 3 Diploma in Furnishings -

Modern Upholstery
Courses like these may be useful when 
looking for a trainee upholsterer job 
with a company.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need 2 or more GCSEs at 
grades 9 to 3, or equivalent, for a level 
2 course and 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 
to 4, or equivalent, for a level 3 course

Apprenticeship

You could do a furniture manufacturer 
intermediate apprenticeship or 
upholsterer advanced apprenticeship.
These typically take 24 months to 
complete as a mix of learning in the 
workplace and off-the-job study.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need some GCSEs, usually 
including English and Maths, or 
equivalent, for an intermediate 
apprenticeship
5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4, or equivalent, 
including English and Maths, for an 
advanced apprenticeship

Work

You may be able to get work as a 
trainee upholsterer, without any 
experience. You would then do 
qualifications and get experience on 
the job.

Other Routes 

You can train for upholstery qualifications 
with the Association of Master Upholsterers 
and Soft Furnishers. These may be useful 
when looking for a job or help if you're 
looking to set up your own business.



Working conditions

You could work in a workshop, in a 
factory, at a client's business or at a 
client's home.
Your working environment may be 
physically demanding.

Career path and progression

Look at progression in this role and similar opportunities.
With experience, you could move into a supervisory or management position.
You could specialise in re-upholstering antique furniture or work in interior 
design.
You could become self-employed and set up your own upholstery business.
You could teach your upholstery skills to apprentices and students in further 
education.

Day to Day tasks:

➢ fix webbing and springs
➢ prepare patterns and templates
➢make soft furnishings like cushions
➢ cut fabric to correct measurements
➢ add trimmings like piping, fringing and buttons
➢ plan work, advise on fabrics and estimate costs
➢ cover furniture frames with padding and fabric, 

using stitching, staples, tacks or glue
➢ remove old upholstery and repair frames before re-

upholstering



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment sector 
or relating specifically to the ‘Job of the Week’.



Labour Market 
Information



Use these links to learn more about our Job of The Week,  
consider the various pathways leading to the career, what you 
can be doing now to help yourself and other roles in the 
industry…

Keep looking…

Useful Websites

Join Us – AMUSF

Upholsterer | Explore careers | National 
Careers Service

Find a course | Boston College

Furniture designer job profile | 
Prospects.ac.uk

Upholstery Courses, Classes & 
Workshops - Find a Craft

Explore | UCAS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03qMpGbLvkk
&pp=ygUsY29sbGVnZSBGdXJuaXNoaW5ncyAtIFRyY

WRpdGlvbmFsIFVwaG9sc3Rlcnk%3D

Furniture Making & 
Restoration Skills

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfWkpFb-
u7I&pp=ygUbdGhlIHJlcGFpciBzaG9wIHVwaG9sc3RlcmVy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoMYI1wv5G8&pp=y
gULdXBob2xzdGVyZXI%3D

Upholsterer Designs Custom 
Interiors

Upholstery Repair Factory to Fitout

Take a look at these short videos for inspiration…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fo86OtEGBiM&pp=yg
UOdXBob2xzdGVyZXIgdWs%3D

https://amusf.org/join-us/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/upholsterer
https://www.boston.ac.uk/courses/find-a-course/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/furniture-designer
https://findacraft.co.uk/product-category/upholstery/
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/all?query=upholsterer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03qMpGbLvkk&pp=ygUsY29sbGVnZSBGdXJuaXNoaW5ncyAtIFRyYWRpdGlvbmFsIFVwaG9sc3Rlcnk%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfWkpFb-u7I&pp=ygUbdGhlIHJlcGFpciBzaG9wIHVwaG9sc3RlcmVy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoMYI1wv5G8&pp=ygULdXBob2xzdGVyZXI%3D

